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accomplished, and he reaches his stable 
once more, he hangs his head, and stands 

LECTURES with eyes half closed, and refuses toeat; he 
ON is, in fuct, in a state of fever. The groom, 
VETERINARY MEDICINE, however, attributes this to debility, and in- 
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THE CAUSES OF GLANDERS CONTINUED.— 
WANT OF EXERCISE.—-PRIVATIONS.—-FRAC# 
TURE OF THE NASAL BONES.——PREVIOUS 
DISEASES OF ALMOST EVERY CHARACTER. 
-~-HEREDITARY PREDISPOSITION, — AT- 
MOSPHERIC INFLUENCE. — MOISTURE. — 
CONTAGION. 


Want of regular Exercise.—This is a fre- 
quent, although unsuspected, predisposing 
cause of glanders, as it is of almost every 
disease to which the horse is subject. Mr. 
Turner has well explained this in his valu- 
able account of the navicular disease. He 
does not attribute the inflammation of the 
synovial membrane, and consequent injury 
and disorganization of the joint, to honest 
wear and tear upon the road. It has its 
real origin in rest. The predisposition for 
it is engendered in the stable, although it 
becomes permanently established by vio- 
lence out of the stable. So, when a horse is 
irregularly worked, and, more particularly, 
worked with unusual severity, and is be- 
come out of spirits, and falls away in 
flesh, a holiday is given him; he stands 
idle for three or four days, or a week, until 
he — to look more lively, and has con- 
siderably improved apparently in condition. 
He is then suddenly taken out of the stable, 
he is put to his former hard work, and per- 
haps the owner wishes to make up a little for 
lost time ; but bis muscles have got out of 
the habit of action, and there is too much 
interstitial deposit between their fibres, and 
it requires a vast deal more exertion of 
nervous energy, and more actual labour, to 


stead of the slight bleeding, and the mash, 
and the tepid water, and the hand-rubbing, 
which would presently set all right again, 
he crams him with cordials ; he adds fuel 
to fire; he aggravates the state of fever : 
and this state ot general fever very soon has 
a local determination—so rapidly indeed, 
in the majority of cases, that some have 
denied the existence of pure fever in the 
horse. The weakest then goes to the wall ; 
and either the lungs or the teet, or this 
membrane, almost the weakest part of all, 
exposed day after day to the stimulating, 
debilitating influence of which I have spoken 
in a former lecture,—the membrane of the 
nose—becomes the principal seat of inflam- 
mation, which terminates in glanders. 

Severe Exertion.—It is in this way that 
ee has so frequently been known to 
follow a hard day’s chase. ‘The seeds of 
the disease may have previously existed ; 
its progress may have been hastened by the 
general aud tebrile action excited, the con- 
sequence of over-work for which the horse 
was not prepared, and also by the absurd 
measures which were adopted, not caleu- 
lated to subdue the fever, but to inerease 
the stimulus. 

Every exciting Cause of Disease.—So it is, 
partly from the natural sensibility of the 
membrane and the important function it is 
constantly performing, and the injury to 
which it is absurdly subjected, that there is 
scarcely an exciting cause of disease that 
does not exert its chief, its worst, influence 
on this membrane. Horses exposed to long- 
continued privations become glandered. At 
the close of a severe campaign the cavalry 
is more than decimated by this pest. At the 
termination of the Peninsular war, the ra- 
vages of this disease were dreadful. It 
is easy to conceive that anything that di- 
rectly irritates the Schneiderian membrane 
may be a cause of glanders. I have stated 
that it is frequently the result of fracture of 
the nasal bones, and warned you to give a 





accomplish hig wonted task ; and, when it is 
No, 436, 


very guarded prognosis when a fracture of 
21 
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these bones, or any injury to the nasal |liar inflammatory action from causes that 
cavity, occurs. would otherwise be harmless and ineffective. 
Every previous Disease.—It is easy to con- | Weeks, and months, and years, may inter- 
ceive why various affections of the respi-|vene between the predisposing cause and 
ratory passages, | must not say run on to|the actual evil, but at length the whole 
glanders, but, predispose the Schneiderian | frame may become excited or debilitated in 
membrane to take on the peculiar inflam- | many a way, and then this most debilitated 
mation of glanders ; and that it should be | portion of it first yields to the attack. The 
the sequela of strangles, and catarrh, and | truth is that this membrane, from its vas- 
bronchitis, and pneumonia, There is con- | cularity and its sensibility, is always dis- 
finuity of membrane, and association of | posed enough to take on inflammatory ac- 
function, and a thousand sympathies. Of| tion, and it only wants a little of our unna- 
catarrh, however, I would say that we | tural treatment of the horse, to render it the 
robably may be liable to considerable error. | certain, ultimate, victim, whatever be the 
That wiich we consider to be catarrh may wr primarily attacked. ; 
in fact be glanders under its insidious form;! Hereditary Predisposition.—There is one 
appearing, intermitting, returning, now un- | cause of glanders that has not been sufli- 


der a more threatening, and then scarcely re- 
cognisable, form, until at length it assumes 
its true and undeniable character; the 
glands alsoenlarging, and diminishing, and 
almost disappearing, and then as prominent 
and hard as before, playing about the inner 
surface of the lower jaw-bone, as if desir- 
ous yet fearful of adhering to it. All this 


I can easily comprehend, but I must have | 


it beaten into me by experience, that pleu- 
risy, and hepatitis, and fistulous withers, and 
mange, and inflammation of the testicle, and 
fracture of the sacrum (1 am narrating from 
my own experience), and epidemic catarrh 
(and that within a few days of the present 
time), and quittor, and founder, and grease, 
shall terminate in glanders. My revered 
friend Mr. John Percival castrated a three- 

ear-cld colt; the wound did not take on a 
Kealthy character, and on the seventh day 
pimples began to appear in a connected 
chain, running from behind the stifle to- 
wards the posterior extremity of the but- 
tock. The next day they assumed the form 
of buds, and there was between them the 
connecting corded absorbent. On the 10th 
day similar swellings appeared on the other 
thigh. On the following day considerable 
discharge appeared from the nose; the 
chancres of glanders were evidently to he 
seen, and the colt was destroyed on the 
26th day, decidedly farcied and glandered. 
How is all this? Is this the natural ter- 
mination of almost every disease of the 
horse ? No: foras I have already observed, 
there are many countries where glanders is 
unknown. It is the consequence of our 
preposterous treatment of the horse—of that 
injurious stimulus, and consequent debility, 
and predisposition to take on any and 
every morbid action to which we have ex- 
posed this vascular and sensitive membrane. 
4 am happy here to be able to agree with 
Mr. Vines; there is not a disease which 
may not lay the foundation for glanders: 1 
must not say, which may become the cause 
of glanders, but which may dispose this deli- 
cate, abused membrane to take on this pecu- 


|ciently estimated—hereditary predisposi- 
|}tion. This is a doctrine stoutly denied [ 
know by some, to whom I should be dis- 
posed to yield much deference. It has 
been but lately admitted by any ; but, once 
| admitted, it is gaining new advocates every 
jday. There is scarcely a disease that does 
not “ run in the stock.” Human surgeons 
have long admitted this, and veterinary 
|surgeons in spite of old prepossessions are 
compelled to yield their consent, It is use- 
jless to quibble about terms, but there is 
that in the structure of various parts, or 
their disposition to be affected by certain 
influences, which perpetuates in the off- 
spring the diseases of the sire, and con- 
traction, ophthalmia, roaring, are decidedly 
hereditary: and so in glanders. This is a 
very important subject for consideration. 
It concerns us in our practice. It much 
more concerns our employers, and we should 
endeavour to convince them that it does. 
M. Dupuy relates some decisive cases, A 
mare on dissection exhibited every appear- 
ance of glanders ; her filly, who resembled 
her in form, and in her vicious propensi- 
ties, died glandered at four years and a half 
old. A second and a third mare, and their 
foals, presented the same fatal proof that 
glanders is hereditary. I may be told that 
it is possible that these three foals might 
have contracted the malady from the same 
unknown causes to which the dam owed her 
disorder. 1 have nothing to do with mere 
possibilities. A thousand dreams, wild as 
imagination ever created, may be possible ; 
but when I have three foals dying of the 
disease by which their dams were destroy- 
ed, and one of them evidently inheriting 
the form and the character of the dam, I see 
the strong probability of an hereditary pre- 
disposition, and, coupling this with the fact 
that Tipperary was overrun with the blind 
progeny of Chanticleer, and that it took 
many years to eradicate the roaring with 
which Major Wilson’s horse had i 

the best breeds of the country, the proba- 
bility assumes almost the form of certainty. 
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Atmospheric Influence.—This bas much to | 
do with the ence of glanders. Itis not | 
so frequent in summer as in winter, There 
is perhaps a reason for this, independent of 
atmospheric influence; the animal is not 
exposed to the same exciting causes from | 
our absurd treatment. The stable is not so 
close nor so foul, and the alternation of tem- | 
perature is not so violent. | 


Moisture in various Forms.—It is not so 
prevalent in a dry winter as in a moist one. 
Moisture has much to do with the existence | 
aad the spread of almost every epidemic or 
contagious disease. It is necessary to the 
decomposition of every animal and vegeta- 
ble substance, and it seems necessary like- 
wise to give deleterious influence to the 
gases extricated in that decom»osition. 

There are several remarkable cases of the | 
connexion of moisture, or moist exbhalations, 
with the prevalence of glanders, When 
new stabling was built for the troops at 
Hythe, and inhabited before the wails were 
perfectly dry, many of the horses that had 
been removed from an open, dry, and 
healthy situation, became affected with 
gianders. Some time having passed over, 
the stables were healthy enough, and the 
disease entirely ceased 

An innkeeper at Wakefield built some ex- | 
tensive stabling for his horses ; and, inhabit- 
ing them too soon, he lost a great proportion 
of his cattle from glanders. There are not 
now more healthy stebles in the place. The 
immense range of stables under the Adelphi 
in the Strand, where light never enters, | 
and the supply of fresh air is not too abun- 
dant, were for a long while notoriously un- 
healthy, aud many valuable borses were de- 
stroyed by glanders, but now they are filled | 
by the finest waggon horses that the metro- | 
polis or the country contains, and they are | 
fully as healt!:y as the majority of stables. 
In a French journal an account is given of 
one of the French cavalry regiments. It 
was in a low damp situation, and the sta- 
bles were damp; and they lost in that year 
thirty-one horses from glanders. Their quar- 
ters were then shifted to a drier situation 
and better-constructed stables, and one only 
was destroyed in that year. 


The Influence of Age.—Age seems like- 
wise materially to influence the develop- 
ment of glanders. Except in cases where the 
foal has sucked a glandered mare, there ap- 
pears to be an almost perfect immunity un- 
til the animal is three years old. It is true 
that the horse can scarcely be said to be 
exposed to the usual exciting causes of this 
disease, until he has arrived at that age ; and 
he is comparatively exempt from the influ- 
ence of contaminated air, or sudden alter- 
nations of temperature. From that period, 
until he is five years old, he is not often at- 
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tacked by this fatal disease, for, although 
he is more exposed to danger, neither his 
frame generally, nor the membrane of the 
nose in particular, is much debilitated or 
disposed to take on inflammatory action. 
After that period the disease much more 
frequently appears. 

In a record of 154 horses that died of 
glanders in a cavalry regiment, the follow- 
ing is the singular result. It should how- 
ever be previously stated, that the majority, 
or almost all of them, are admitted con- 
siderably under five years old, and that 
re | are smuggled in when they are not 
much above three. Under five years old 
only five died—from five to six, sixteen— 
from six to seven, thirty-one—from seven 
to eight, twenty-seven—from eight to nine, 
twenty-seven—from nine to ten, eighteen— 
and above ten, seven. The greater number 
perished from six to ten, and they which had 
sufficient strength of constitution to repel 
the fatal influence by which they were sur- 
rounded until they were ten years old, had 
been completely seasoned, and could not 
be killed by any-thing. A great deal of in- 
struction will be derived from a comparison 


| of the earlier ages, and which your reflec- 


tions cannot fail of suggesting to you. 
The main Cause is Contagion.—l now ap- 


| proach, Gentlemen, not without hesitation, 


but without fear, the grand cause of glan- 
ders—contagion. I advisedly call it ‘‘ the 


| grand cause,” for I believe that I shall be 


able to render it probable, that glanders 
arise oftener from contagion than from any 
other source. I know that our continental 
neighbours deny the contagiousness - of 
glanders altogether; but they do not, and 
cannot deny, that the disease does follow 
contact, and often mere proximity of situa- 
tion. When they tell me that it is not 
the disease that is communicated, but a 
mere predisposition, a greater aptitude in 
the frame generally, or some part of it, to be 
affected by the usual causes of glanders, 1 
cannot but regard this as the merest quib- 
bling. I take the broad fact, that a glan- 
dered horse being inadvertently admitted 
into a stable, some of his companions after 
a while become glandered too. The stable 
has previously formany years,—from the 
very time of its erection,—been free from 
the disease, and no alteration whatever has 
taken place in the system of management ; 
a glandered horse finds his way thither, 
and in a few months the whole team is 
glandered. When in the face of this a per- 
son tells me that it was not the disease 
which was communicated, but a facility of 
being acted upon by certain agents, I regard 
it asa species of quibbling unworthy of a 
scientific pathologist; and 1 deprecate the 
injury which may be done to the agricultu- 
ral community by the broad assertion; thus 
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ridiculously and falsely explained, that 
glanders is not contagious. 

Then there are those in our country, and 
of deservedly high reputation, who, al- 
though they admit the contagiousness of 
the disease, affirm that it is generated a 
thousand times where it is produced by 
contagion once. ‘To them I can only op- | 
pose the result of the experience of the 
profession generally, and of the agricultu- 
rist every-where, 

I will not detain you by the objections of 
some medical men, that a disease cannot be 
at the same time spontaneous and gene- | 
rated. I will only observe, that there is a 
degree of folly in entering with much posi- 
tivity into any general disputation on this | 
subject ; for every disease has its own mode 
of action, and is governed by its own laws ; 
and that what is known of one disease, can- | 
not with certainty be predicated of any other ; | 
and, farther, that here, more than on any | 
other point, reasoning from analogy is dan- | 
gerous and inadmissible. To facts alone 
we must make our appeal, end to them 
alone we must bow. We have the unde- | 
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paper; the membrane was abraded, the 
virus mingled with the blood, and glanders 
succeeded, This point, then, seemed pretty 
clearly established, that the virus might be 
received without injury on the very mem- 
brane which was the seat of the disease. 

Not by the Breath.—The question as to 
the disease being communicated by the 
hulitus or breath, at least to any consider- 
able distance, is likewise settled. High par- 
titions, but not reaching to the ceiling, have 
been raised; and, separated by them, and 
especial care being taken that they should 
never come in contact, or wear the same 
harness, or drink out of the same pail, 
sound horses were kept for an indefinite 
period of time by the side of glandered 
ones without injury ; they were then, as I 
have said, placed in the same stall, and yet 
were unaffected. 

Effects of the Virus being swallowed.— 
Then it was imagined that the virus must 
be received on an abraded surface, but some 
difficulties presented themselves here. It 
was a well-established fact, that after 
glandered horses had been removed from a 
stable, and sound ones placed in their stalls, 


niable facts, that mange and distemper are 
both generated and ieakedielodiell and|they also became glandered; and when 
every English veterinarian unites in adding | there was no previous unhealthiness of the 
to landers, ‘The only dispute is as| stable, and no bad management to account 
to the degree of contagion. |for the production of the disease, except 

Not communicated by contact with the | that the stalls had not been sufficiently 
Schneiderian Membrane.—Fortunately it is | scoured, and some of the matter of glanders 


not so contagious as mange or distemper, |in adry form was probably sticking about 


or some other diseases. If it were, the|them. To this was added the fact, as well 
breed of horses would be swept away. I am | established as the former, that horses had 
also disposed to acknowledge, that 1t gene- been infected by drinking out of the same 
rally seems to need this predisposition, of ee with glandered horses. To these Mr. 
which so much has been said, or some| White adds a more singular fact, that a team 
faulty manayzement in the stable, in order to | of glandered horses stopped occasionally on 
render it contagious. Horses have been|a gentleman's premises to take up goods, 
kept week after week, and month after and that during the time of loading they 
month, in the next stall, and some in the were fed with hay that wes thrown upon 
same stall, without becoming infected. Ex- the ground. More or less of this hay was 
periments have been instituted, which have | left, which was generally eaten by a horse 
shown that it is sometimes a little difficult and two colts that fed in an adjoining pad- 
to communicate the disease. Mr. White |dock. All three of them became glandered. 
covered a piece of lint with the mattertaken| Principally by being received on an Abraded 
from the nostril of a glandered horse, and | Surface.—Hence arises a question whether 
thrust it up the nostril of a sound horse, |the matter of glanders being swallowed, 
and this was repeated on three successive | and passing into the intestines, and being 


days, without the slightest effect being pro- 
duced. Ina few days the same horse was 
inoculated with glanderous matter, and he 
soon after died glandered, Remembering 
what has been stated with respect to the 
insidious stage of glanders, and the possi- 
bility of the disease actually existing when 
there was little or no external appearance 
to indicate it, this single experiment might 
not be thought conclusive. Mr. White in- 
stituted several others. In three horses 

was introduced into the nostril 
in the same way, and without effect ; but it 
was applied to the fourth on rough brown 
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absorbed by the lacteals, and carried into 
the system, may not empoison the blood 
and produce this disease, In drinking from 
the pail the matter may be thus taken up, 
or, when left dry on the manger or the rack, 
it might have been licked off when the 
sound horse succeeded the glandered one. 
This is a point which I will not presume to 
decide, but I would say, if 1 had not the 
fear of my own assertion before my eyes 
with regard to the folly of reasoning from 
analogy in these cases, that there being so 
many instances of animal poison being 
swallowed with impunity, the contamina- 
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tion must be attributed to some abrasion of | d»rs could not be propagated in this way. 
the mouth, easily to be conceived to be pro-| ‘I'he new light, however, which has been 
duced by the hard food on which the horse thrown on this early history of the ma- 
is oaperne, or the occasionally severe lady, will make us a little doubt whether 
discipline of the bit. much dependence can placed on ex- 

More Contagious than some have Supposed.—' periments of this kind. A very inter- 
Onze point, however, is established, I think ;| esting one, and bearing on this point, 
that glanders is far more contagious than| was made by M. Rodet, one of the profes- 
many have supposed: Mr. Turner's mare! sors at the veterinary school at Toulouse. 
destroyed four of her companions. The| fle scaritied the pituitary membrane of a 
poor widow ut Paddington had her stable | horse with a lancet, and then rubbed some 
perfectly emptied by the disease, and. I will | matter of glanders over it. He also raised 
venture to say, that there is not a district} the skin from a portion of the cellular sub- 
throughout the kingdom, in which some/stance between the branches of the lower 
farmer, by the loss of a considerable propor- jaw, and injected more of the virus into the 
tion, or the greater part, of his team, has not | cellular texture. This seemed to be mak- 
had sufficient proof of the contagiousness of|ing sure of the inoculation. ‘I'wenty-six 
glanders. The cause of this doubt with | days, however, passed without the slightest 
regard to the frequent communication ot effect having been produced, and then ap- 
the disease by inoculation, séems to have | peared a slight running from the nostrils, 
arisen from ignorance of its insidious na- | and enlargement of the submaxillary lymph- 
ture. When gianders appezrs, and the|atic glands. At the expiration of six weeks, 
horse has for several weeks or months| the secretion was more copious ; it was be- 
scarcely been exposed to the possibility of! come viscid, and the glands were adherent. 
contagion, it has at once been concluded , In ten weeks ulcers began to appear on the 
that the disease was generated in him by | pituitary membrane, but the horse conti- 
some assigned or unknown recent cause. It} nued in good condition; he even seemed 
has now, however, been proved to us that! to be mending when M. Rodet determined 
the disease may exist and may be commu-|to subject him to the influence of mercury. 
nicated to others, when, for many months,| He immediately began to get worse, and 
there has been nothing to excite suspicion was destroyed a month afterwards, but still 
in the mind of the groom or the owner; and | having lost litde of his condition. 
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when the candid vet-rinarian acknowledges 
that had not the circumstance been pointed 
out to him, it would probably have escaped 
his observation. The truth of the matter 
then is, that every horse that passes through 
a fair, or is baited at an inn, or even 
travels the common public road, may be 
infected without the rider’s or the owner's 
knowledge or slightest suspicion. A glan- 
dered stallion neighed at a mare that was 
separated from him by a double hedge and a 
deep lane ; the virus was wafted across by 
the wind, and she became diseased and 
died. 
except there be some plain and manifest 
cause for the generation of the disease, that 
any horse did not receive it by infection. 
There would be a degree of presumption in 
the assertion which the calm inquirer after 
truth should not display. 

Uncertain Time of its Appearance after 


It is impossible for any one to say, | 


The Duty of the Veterinary Surgeon in these 
| cases.—Therefore, Gentlemen, my conclu- 
ney is, that it is impossible at all times to 
| say what cases of glanders are spontaneous, 

and what may have arisen from contagion: 
that the greater part of those that have been 
deemed spontaneous, may have arisen from 
inoculation ;—that the numerous cases of 
undeniable contagion, would lead us to 
suspect that it is a frequent, or the most 
frequent, source of the disease; at all 
/events, that it is folly to speak peremptorily 
on the question ; and that if there be doubt 
about the matter, it is the most prudent, 
jand the safest course, to warn the rie- 
tor of the horse of the danger to which he 
lis exposed on either side, that he may not 
only pay stricter attention to the - 
per management of his stable, but adopt 
fall necessary precaution when danger 
threatens. He wi!l be warned in various 


Infection,—In the experiments which have | ways of the injurious results of heated and 
been made for the communication of glan- |ill-ventilated stables ; ophthalmia, catarrh, 
ders, a few days only have generally elapsed | pneumonia, will often teach him a painful 
before the disease appeared. In some/lesson: but if he is taught to believe that 
cases, however, a fortnight or three weeks | glanders is seldom, or almost never, com- 
have passed, and no symptoms of glanders | municated ; that not one horse in a thousand 
have been seen, and the animal, generally a receives the disease from contagion, he will 


condemned subject, has been destroyed, or 
has died from some other malady, and 
thence the conclusion has been drawn, 
either that the horse whence the matter 
was taken was not glandered, or that glan- 


j neglect those precautionary measures which 
would have saved his whole establishment 
from ruia. 

The law is severe against the offering 
for sale, and even the working of glandered 
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horses, and the opinion of our ancestors, from | balters and head-gear and bridles be burned ; 
time out of date, had taught us to beware of|and the clothes washed and baked; and 
barca as a contagious as well as a fatal| the pails newly painted, and the racks and 

isease. Let us not, without incontest-| manger thoroughly scraped, and then washed 
able proof, abandon that which for ages|well with soap and water and sand, and 
was never doubted, and, most of all, let us| afterwards well washed with chloride of 
riot do it, where, from the nature of the/|lime and water, in the proportion of a pint 
case, no proof can possibly be given ; where |of the strong solution to a pailful of water ; 
all the persaasions offered to us must be | and let the walls be well scraped and washed 
theoretical alone, and where an error would | with the chloride of lime and water, and 


not only compromise our reputation, but do then well lime-washed ; and the floor be 
| first thoroughly scoured and then sluiced 
with the chloride, and every possibility of 
danger will be removed. 

| The treatment of glanders will be con- 
} sidered in our next lecture. 


irreparable injury to cur employers. 
Glanders in the Human “Being.—It is 
affirmed that glanders 1s communicable to 


the human being. That a loathsome and a} 


fatal disease results from inoculation with 


the matter of glanders is undoubted, but} 
that it bears the true character of glanders |) 
do doubt ; but of this my medical hearers, | 
now that the symptoms and course of glan- | 


ders have been described, will determine 
better than I can. 
one case which goes a great way towards 
establishing the identity of the diseases. 
One of the feeders in the Badsworth hunt 
eut himself while preparing a farcied leg for 
the hounds. He died within a week. 

day or two before his death, an ass was 
inoculated with the matter from some of the 
sores that broke out about him, and died 
evidently glandered. This is a strong case, 


but then, on the other hand, I know that) 


everything that causes much disturbance 


in the frame will likewise produce glanders, | 
and particularly inoculation with the dis- | 


charge of grease, with putrid matter of any 
kind, and even the injection of acrimonious 


fluids into the nose and the jugular. This 
should, however, teach us caution, for some 
very promising veterinary surgeons have 
been lost in this way. The path of pro- 
priety and of duty evidently is to put 
the farmer and horse-proprietor on their 
guard. The experience of every age, and | 
would say of every man who has seen coun- 
try practice, teaches him that a glandered 
horse can rarely remain long among sound 
ones, without serious mischief ensuing. 
Precautions proper to be Adopted.—W hat 
precautions then shall we advise ! Remove 
the source of evil. Sell, or, rather, destroy 
the glandered horse. Will this be sufh- 
cient? No, far from it, for sound horses, 
weeks and months afterwards, being put in 
a stable whence a glandered one had been 
taken, have s ily become glandered. 
Some of the discharge from the nose has 
remained about the manger or rack or par- 
tition, which although dried up, may be 


| 
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LEPRA. 


Tue first case, Gentlemen, to which I 
shall beg to direct your attention, was that 
of a woman in Mary’s Ward who had lepra. 
She was thirty years of age, had Jain in two 
months, and had this eruption out upon her 
one month. The eruption was of a scaly 
character, and therefore it was either lepra, 
psoriasis, pityriasis, or icthyosis. 

There are but three scaly diseases, unless 
you choose to add icthyosis, which by Rayer 
is not mentioned among the other scaly dis- 
eases, although it is by Willan. According 
to Willan there are four scaly diseases. 
| Pityriasis, where you have a very fine scale, 

psoriasis, lepra, and icthyosis. It was not 
icthyosis, for in that the scales are of a 
bluish or dirty colour. A person’s skin ata 
|distance looks merely as if it were dirty, 
and where the disease is more intense it 
looks exactly like the foot of a chicken, or 
of a cock or hen, and this is a very chronic 
|disease. ‘There is not the least inflamma- 
|tion, not the slightest degree of inflamma- 
| tion, and in intense cases of the disease the 
\skin is as hard as horn. It is very properly 


readily softened by the breath of the new separated from the others by Rayer, because 
horse, or in the act of nibbling. Shall we the other three diseases—pityriasis, Jepra, 
then pull down the stables, or at least gut and psoriasis, are all inflammatory affections, 
them, and plaster them afresh, and have whereas in icthyosis there is no inflamma- 
new wood-work? There is no necessity tion. It is ly a structural disease, and 
for all this destruction aud expense. Let the simply of the cuticle, 
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In the case of this woman, then, the 
affection could only be one of the three 
others. It was noc pityriasis, for in that, 
as I have just now stated, there is a very 
fine scale, The cuticle separates in ex- 
tremely fine aod small layers, which you 
may rub off almostflike powder. The scales, 
as the etymology implies, are perfectly 
branny. This case, therefore, could only 
be lepra or psoriasis. Now in psoriasis 
the patches are not circular but oblong. In 
this case they were circular. In psoriasis 
the margin is not elevated at all, nor fre- 
quently is it red. Here the margin of each 
spot was both elevated and red. In psoriasis 
there are continually cracks, fissures in the 
skin ; in this woman there were none, This 
case, therefore, was clearly lepra, and the 
only question was,—what particular variety 
of the disease. From the negative circum- 
stance of there being nd cracks nor oozing 
of any kind the case was clear. In these 
scaly diseases, nothing is secreted under 
the cuticle atall. There is neither serum 


nor pus ; merely a degree of inflammation of drarg. c. creta. 


the skin itself in spots; and the cuticle on 
each inflammatory spot is of a diseased qua- 
lity. The cuticle in this case is very thick, 
and separates in scoles. However, although 
the disease was clearly lepra, we had to 
consider what variety of lepra it was. 

Now the lepra al was of a copper 
colour, and the spots were hard—bharder 
than in common cases. These two circum- 


the limbs, and that these pains were worse 
at night. The usual character of the pain 
of syphilis is for it to be worse at night, 
This case, I was certain, was to be cured 
by mercury, and not by the usual modes of 
treating lepra, such as liq. arsenicalis, or 
dulcamara. I knew that these thi 
would fail, although they cure so many other 
instances of the affection, She had burn- 
ing, tingling, and itching, in bed. Now all 
this arises from an inflammatory state of 
the skin, and I therefore had her bled to 
the extent of twelve ounces, and the next 
time I saw her, I found that there was less 
burning, less itching, less tingling, and the 
spots were diminished in redness, This 
was an inflammatory disease, and in the 
common forms of syphilis you adopt vene- 
section, or apply leeches to lessen any local 
|inflammation that may be present. She 
|took ten grains 6f blue pill twice a day ; 
}her mouth became sore, and then it was 
}reduced to five grains, and as her bowels 
}became purged, it was exchanged for hy- 
Her mouth, however, not 
being quite so sore as before, she again took 
ten grains of blue pill twice a day. The 
eruption presently faded, the elevations 
became less and less hard, and the woman 
was all but well ; but having a large family, 
| she became very anxious to go home, and I 
‘could not prevail upon ber to stay longer. 
| Had she remained another week or two, I 
have no doubt she would have been per- 





stances together (though the mere copper | fectly well, but as she will continue the 


colour alone would have been sufficient) |Same treatment at home as that pursued 
made me suspect immediately that the dis- | here, she will recover. 

ease was of a syphilitic character. When-| She was suckling a child two months old, 
ever there are blotches on the skin of a/I am not aware that the child had the dis- 
copper colour, you may always expect a/ease. The skin, certainly, was in a state 
syphilitic origin, Suspicion being excited, | of irritation. Here and there was slight 
inquiry may be made, and for the most part, | irritation, minute papula, and I am not 


if persons tell the truth, they will acknow- 
le that the affection is of a syphilitic 
origin. If, however, they will not tell the 
truth, you are still quite justified in acting 
on the idea of the case being syphilitic, 
and treating it with mercury (if you judge 
it right to treat syphilis with mercury), 
simply from the circumstance of the spots 
being of a copper colour. 

This case had all the characters of lepra 
vulgaris, except the colour and the hard- 
ness, therefore | immediately put down 
* lepra syphilitica,” with a query (?), and 
proceeded to examine still further. I found 
that the patient was rather hoarse, that the 
throat was sore on pressure, and that at the 
commencement of the eruption she had ex- 
perienced hoarseness. This was another rea- 
son for suspecting a syphilitic origin. As 
to its being inflammatory, it was not on 
pressing the larynx particularly, but the 
tonsils, that the pain was felt. 1 proceeded 
further in my inquiries, and found pain in 


sure whether there might not have been 
here and there little vesicles; but they 
were of a bright colour, and not more than 
| you see in children every day from irrita- 
| tion of the bowels, 1 was notat all suspicious 
thac the child was labouring under syphilis, 
but no doubt if the mother had not taken 
mercury, the child, from suckling, would 
sooner or later have had the disease. You 
are of course aware, that if pregnant wo- 
men have syphilis, they continually com- 
municate it to the child in utero, and if a 
woman while suckling have syphilis, she 
communicates it, by suckling, to the child, 
in a great number of cases. It is a certain 
fact, however (I do not know whether you 
are aware of it), that the mother may have 
a morbid poison conveyed iuto her system, 
and not experience the effect of it herself, 
but communicate it to the child. There are 
two cases mentioned by Dr. Jenner, in the 
first vol. of the Medico-Chirurgical Transac- 
tions, of women who had acquired immunity 








from small-pox, the one by having had it’ 
once, and the other by having been vacci- 
nated. Both the women, just before they | 
were delivered, were exposed to children 
labouring under a full eruption of small-pox. | 
One of the women brought forth a child! 
covered with the disease, and in the child, 
of the other it appeared a few days after 
birth ; yet neither of the women had the 
disease. The poison pervaded the system | 
of each woman, but each woman having | 
had a perfect antidote against it, they did 
not suffer in the least themselves, but 
served simply as a medium for communi- | 
cating it to their children. Now that is) 
exactly what we should have supposed @| 
priori. One would not expect a priori, that | 
the child and the mother would escape from } 
the affection, because most mothers have | 
had either the cow-pock @ the small-pox, 
and yet if their children have not been vacci- 
nated they have the small-pox. The immu- 
nity acquired by the mother does not extend 
to the children, because we see women every 
hour of the day who have had cow-pock or | 
small-pox, bring forth children who will 
take the latter affection if they be not vac- 
cinated. In these two cases, therefore, it 
was nothing more than we should expect 
that each of the children would have the 
disease. The circumstance that the mother 
can serve as a medium of transmission of an 
affection to a child, without having it her- 
self, is interesting, but not wonderful. 
Respecting syphilis, the case is differ- 


ent. | suppose that almost everybody takes 
the poison of the affection, if the matter be 
thoroughly applied to the system. Men 
do escape who go with diseased women, but 
probably oftenest from accidental circum- 


stances, the poison not being efficiently 
applied, or the matter being washed off 
very soon. Many local circumstances may 
prevent persons from taking syphilis, and 
now and then there is a constitutional indis- 

ition to it. I have no doubt that the 
atter is sometimes the case, but most per- 
sons will take syphilis, if the poison be pro. 
perly applied,—if it be well rubbed into 
the glans penis, or there be excoriation of 
the prepuce, so that it come in contact 
with the raw surface. 

Under these circumstances we cannot 
suppose that the mother would have com- 
municated the poison of syphilis in her sys- 
tem to a child in utero, and not have the 
disease herself. 1 do not know whether 
such a circumstance is said to have ever oc- 
cu . Wherever the child has it a short 
time after birth, I have seen it in the mo- 
ther, and it is accounted for on this ground. 
No immunity can be procured against 
syphilis as there may against small-pox. 

e have two preventives for the former, 


but none for syphilis ; and therefore 1 should 
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suppose that in ninety-nine cases out of a 
hundred the mother has not only served as a 


|medium, but has had the disease herself. 


Now and then there may be an indisposi- 
tion to it. A mother may escape, but I 
have never known any case of that kind de- 
scribed, and if any gentleman is acquainted 
with such an instance 1 shall be glad to be 
informed of it, because it is an important 
question, and an opinion on which I was to 
have given in a court of justice. People 
tell great untruths in these matters. There 
is scarcely believing anyone. We see men 
in the hospital who say they have nothing 
the matter with them, though, when you 
make them unbutton their breeches, you see 
a cluster of chancres. 1 have however heard 
respectable persons say that they have com- 
municated the disease to their wives, and 


| subsequently to their children, without hav- 


ing had it themselves at the moment, and, 
indeed, without having had anything of the 
kind for many months, and perhaps a year. 
They had employed mercury, and got per- 
fectiy well, and been without any symptoms 
of the kind themselves ever afterwards. 
What reliance is to be placed upon such 
accounts I will not pretend to say. 


PATHISISe 


There were some ether cases presented, 
among which was one of consumption, but 
it exhibited nothing particular ; it occurred 
in a child whose disease had commenced 
with bronchitis. You find it in children, 
after measles, hooping-cough, scarlet fever, 
and small-pox, and it n gives rise to 
tubercles in the lungs. ‘This poor child 
had regular phthisis ; the ends of the fingers 
were much enlarged; of course I could do 
nothing for her. 

There was a case of gastritis which gave 
way to local bleeding, and a case of rheu- 
matism was presented, 

DISEASES OF THE HEART UNITED WITH AGUE. 

Among the men there was one case pre- 
sented of a very interesting character; it 
was that of aman with a diseased heart and 
symptoms of ague ; he was admitted ou the 
24th November. He was one of those un- 
fortunate persons who were sent by a very 
wise government to Walcheren, where so 
many thousands of our countrymen lost 
their lives for no pu whatever. A 
great many of the victims of the expedition 
are dead und gone, but some are suffering 
still, and this was one of them. He had 
this violent fever of the place, and from 
that time was never perfectly well. He is 
forty years of age ; he looked sallow, and of 
a dirty-pale hue, and on that account [ 
asked him if he had bad ague, to which he 
replied that he had had thefever at Flushing. 
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Now this man was labouring under fre-| ever, in the severe form, which be suffered 
quent chills, but had not regular paroxysms| whenever the east wind blows, or he is 
of ague. You will find it a common cir- | exposed to cold and wet, or commits any 
cumstance for ague not to be perfect in all| errors in diet, or is guilty of any debau- 
its stages, but for various degrees of shak-| chery, he will be liable to a return of the 
ing to take place from time to time. That disease. 
was the case with this man. He said that! You have seen several times in the 
the last three attacks came on upon the course of the winter, that when blood- 
Sunday, but this bad not been the case pre- | letting is indicated, the indication to give 
viously. The singular circumstance, how-| sulphate of quinine does not interfere with 
ever, in this man’s disease was, that when the depletion. This mun was bled on ac- 


his paroxysms came on he discharged 
bloody urine. In the cold fits of sgue 
there are sometimes particular symptoms, 
such as cold sweating, and tetanus, or some- 
thing like it. 1 have had one or two such 
cases, in the hospital; one man | recol- 
lect perfectly well, who, in the cold fit of 
ague, had his hands clenched and his 
thumbs drawn in between his fingers. Some- 
times there is epilepsy, and sometimes 
there are petechiv observable in the pa- 
roxysms. The latter circumstance has been 
noticed in epidemic as well as sporadic 
cases. 

Now in this man the kidneys discharged 
blood, at least there was blood in the urine ; 
at first pure blood, and afterwards less and 


less, and this he said was invariably the | 


case,—hematuria every time the cold fit 


came on. ‘This circumstance, however, | 


made no difference in the treatment, and | 
gave him sulphate of quinine. I mention- 
ed, however, that he had hed a disease 
of the heart. There was a great impulse 


;count of the great impulse of the heart, 
| three times, to a pint, and the symptoms 
| for which the bleeding was instituted were 
| not aggravated by the quinine, nor, on the 
lother hand, was the cure of the aguish 
symptoms by the quinine at all impeded by 
the bleeding. The diseased heart and 
bloody urine appeared to have no connexion 
| with the other, but the bloody urine de- 
|pended on the ague. Although the man 
considered himself quite well, his ague and 
bematuria having been cured, and the im- 
pulse of the heart having beea considerably 
| diminished, yet he will of course, through 
'the Walcheren expedition, be a shattered 
man as long as he lives. 


| RHEUMATISM, DIARRH@A, ETC. 


The other cases, Gentlemen, were com- 
| paratively unimportant. There were two 
cases of rheumatism, one of which was what 
common people call (1 do not know that 
doctors can do better than adopt the lan- 


of the left ventricle; but this was only| guage of common people) ‘ hot rheuma- 
a recent occurrence, and the cause of it|tism,”’ and the other *‘ cold rheumatism.” 
I do not know. There wis also 2 strong, | They were both speedily cured—the one,— 
full, sharp, pulse, and on that account 1 | where the patient was hot, by venesection 
bled him to a pint, put him on low diet, |to a pint, which I resorted to on account 
and kept his bowels open every day. He/of some difficulty of respiration, and by 
was bled on the 25th to another pint, on | taking three grains of calomel twice a day 
account of the violent action. ‘The aguish | till the inflammatory symptoms were sub- 
symptoms were now quite certain, for 1 dued, and there was no longer heat of the 
had observed them myself, and | therefore | parts. In consequence of the heat ceasing 
gave him five grains of sulphate of quinine | at last, and the pain not going entirely away, 
three times aday. He was bled again on| I finally used the vapour-bath twice a day, 
the 6th of December to 16 ounces; he bore | and gave him stramonium at night, and he 


it well, and, in fact, was all the better for 
it. He then took ten grains of sulphate of 
quinine three times a day till he became 
perfectly well, so far as his aguish symp- 
toms were concerned. He lost the rigors, 
he lost the cold fit, and lost the bloody 
urine. 

The bloody urine was intermittent like 
the rigors ; that is an interesting circum- 
stance; | never met with an instance of a 
similar description. There can be no doubt 
of its truth, because the man showed his 
urine, and the blood was abundant in it. 
He was presently quite well, so far as this 
was concerned, and the symptoms arising 
from hypertrophy of the heart were much 
diminished. Having had aguish fever, how- 


| went out very well. 
| The other case ot rheumatism was of an 
| opposite description. It had been inflam. 
| matory before his admission and he had 
been bled, but afterwards he was cold, and 
bleeding then would have made him worse. 
In this case 1 gave two drachms of tinc- 
tura guaiaci ammoniata three times a day, 
}and he went on so well that it was not 
| worth while for him to stay any longer. 
| The other cases presented were those of 
men who went away almost as soon as they 
came in. One of them was a common case 
of diarrbeea, for which I ordered him com- 
pound powder of kino, a scraple twice a 
day, which you know contains one grain of 


opium, and which is one of the best vege- 
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table remedies where astringents are re-|still inclined to be cold; coughs most at 


quired. night; cannot onpomeree except occa- 
Another was a case of hemiplegia, which | sionally a little ¢ phlegm; pulse 100, 
was trested in the usual way, and the man rather hard; skin cool, natural; had heat 
went away cured almost as soon as he came in the head this morning ; complains of a 
in. With respect to Jacob’s Ward, there vibratory sensation all over her occasionally ; 
was no case presented. There have been no appetite bad; no perspiration for several 
“ post mortems,” and so few presentations, | days and nights. 
that I will not detain you longer. I am ‘ou may observe here, that what I for- 
there was not matter for a longer) merly stated to you to be the usual effect of 
lecture, but this day fortnight I have no depletion has occurred ; the hysteric pains 
doubt there will be some interesting cases. | and sensations have become more trouble- 
}some; but the state of the chest impera- 
| tie . - 
LONDON HOSPITAL. lend yam oy = estes eee Pa pes 
aepord jalways give place to those of more conse- 
CLINICAL LECTURE (quence; and taking all circumstances into 
oman oe |account, she is going on well. It was re- 
DR. BILLING | ported that the flush was not circumscrib- 
“ — |}ed, in order to distinguish it from bectic. 
PHYSICIAN TO THE HOSPITAL, | When the uterus is in an irritable state, 
December 3rd, 1831. exertion of the arms ought to be avoided. 








HYSTERIA 
Tuere are two or three of our cases, , 


Gentlemen, which do not require any special| S. D., wtat.¢1, who had bysteria with 
consideration to-day; at some future lec-| fits, and whom I mentioned on the 19th 
ture I shall continue the account of them. | (p- 426), is going home well, having become 
1 must read to you some of the reports on| regular and free from nervous twitchings ; 
the case of A. M., us characteristic and | besides having the head shaved, she took 
instructive. |the assafeetida mixture, which is nearly 
equivalent to the pil. galbani co. used in 
esse ee teeeenuea. other cases, but considered rather more 

Continued from page 431.) | directly antispasmodic, and she took pu. 

(Con + PAE _ _ | aloes co. occasionally as opening medicine 

A. M. Nov. 29. She complains of pain in| when required. 

the “ heart,” extending down to the left} G.G., «tat. 20, the other patient men- 
knee, and from that to the top of the head >| tioned at the time as having bad the 
has fits of coughing preceded by nausea ; spine blistered ve hysteria, is going out 
cough more troublesome; pulse 100, un-| well, having become regular snd free from 
steady ; cough hurts the trachea ; some eX-| hysteria; she also had the occiput shaved, 
pectoration; some rhonchus sonorus gravis trom which she said she thought she felt 
and sibilans; says that she used to have better, though she had more pain in the 
fulness and pain in the right hypochon-| back of the head, most likely rheumatic, 
drium before admission ; one motion daily ;| from the coldness, but this soon went off. 
pain in the caput coli; appetite bad ; She had been taking iron with benefit, but 
tongue — clean; respiratory murmur | became dyspeptic, with flatulence and loss 
still weak on the right side, inferiorly and| of appetite, and I gave her ol. terebinth, 
posteriorly, and dulness on percussion, mm iij, ex infuso limi co. terdie. The ol. 


which gives some pain. 
Hirudines, vj, alternis diebus qua dolet ; 
Capt. hudrarg. submur., gr. iij ; 
Pulv. rhei, gr. xv; 
Pulv, singiberis, gr. ij, alternis auroris. 


| terebinth, besides its specific effect on the 
urino-genital organs, has a beneficial action 
jon the prime via; it removes flatulence, 
land by giving tone to the mucous mem- 


|brane, improves the appetite and diges- 


be be 
_ 30, Feels much relieved by the leeches, ieee neal poe ay Peso — 4 
is out of bed; head less giddy ; catamenia) 

hodie vix per horas tres apparuere ; bowels ; 

free. 

Dec. 2. Feels better, but weaker ; nad HYSTERICAL EPILEPSY. 

just had the leeches on to-day ; the painin| S.S., wtat. 18, is another case of ie; 
the side relieved; but more pain in the, teria, with fits every three weeks, ee ed 
lumbar and dorsal spine, increased by motion by globus hystericus, and followed by head- 
of the arms; cheeks flushed, but cool, and ach; catamenia regular but pale ; there was 
hush not circumscribed ; less shivering in| amenorrhea when the fits occurred first, a 


the left knee and thigh; calves of the | Year ego; she has pains in the loins, left 
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side, hip, and leg, which are tender on|she had intense headach, and flushing of the 
pressure ; pain severe, causing constant | face, which were relieved by nauseating 
¢ of position, and producing weeping, | doses of tartar emetic as a substitute for 
and making her feel sick; she has fits of| bleeding, after which I gave her what has 
trembling (not from cold), and nervous| been found a powerful antispasmodic, ol. 
shuddering, when the pulse is felt; pulse | terebinth, 38s, combined with ol. ricini, $ss, 
generally about 84, but the slightest agita-| and at the same time ordered that the same 
tion, or asking her questions, makes it run | dose should be repeated the alternate morn- 
up to above 120; pain in occiput. With all | ings, and she should take pil. galbani co. F. 
this she is otherwise in perfect health ; has | x. ter die, as in other hysteric cases. T 
ruddy complexion; stout firm muscles ;|ol. terebinth, in doses of from 3ss to 
tongue clean ; ny aged good ; bowels regu- has been found highly beneficial in epi- 
lar, rather open she says. ‘lepsy and hysteria; the effect of these 
This is a severe and intractable case, the | large doses is generally to open the bowels, 
more so that it is purely bysterical; we|but when first swallowed it produces a 
cannot attribute the symptoms to any de-| sense of warmth, and more or less nausea ; 
fect of the general health, which being | very seldom vomiting ; at the same time 
righted, would contribute to remove of | oememperay of the head, but not confusion of 
hysteric affections. I commenced by giv- | ideas or intoxication, like alcoholic stimu- 
ing her oxydi zinci, gr. v, ter die, a tonic | lants; and this distinction is necessary, as 
medicine which has considerable influence | the ol. terebinth is useful in cases com- 
in restraining convulsive actions of the| bined with inflammatory affections, where 
epileptic character which marks hysteric fits, | stimulants are injurious, more particularly in 
epileptic convulsions being produced by | some painful puerperal states. This essen- 
whatever irritates the brain long enough to | tial oil, as a carminative, relieves the flatu- 
make it react involuntarily and violently, | lent distress of the stomach and bowels; 
whether the irritating cause be in the head, | and, at the same time, by its impression on 
as tumours or spicula of bone, or remote! the nerves spreads throughout such an ex- 
from it, as injuries or inflammation of vis- tensive surface, acts as a counter-irritant, 
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cere, or even of extremities, or such irrita- 
tion as worms in the intestines, or the cut- 
ting of the teeth, or uterine irritation, in 
which case the fits, though epileptic to all 
intents and purposes, receive the name of 
hysteric. Hence in hysteria we have the 
double indication to diminish the cerebral 
and nervous irritability, as in epilepsy, and 
at the same time to endeavour to restore 
the functions of the uterus, so as to remove 
the cause of irritation. And yet, after the 
cause is removed, the effect will remain 
sometimes in the cerebellum and spinal 
chord, producing a renewal of fits, as hap- 
pens in cases where fits have been brought 
on by teething, and remain long after, or 
even by fright. This patient) attributes 
the commencement of her fits to fright, 
which doubtless might have been a part of 
the exciting cause. She had a stimulating 
plaster applied between the hips on account 
of the pain there, and because counter- 
irritation in that place relieves the uterus ; 
the functions of the prime vie being per- 
fect, she was allowed at first full diet, and 
at the same time enjoined to move about 
and be occupied, but she has the disincli- 
nation to move which exists in hysteria, on 
account of any movement producing pain or 
uneasiness, from the morbid sensibility of 
the nervous system, and sbe can scarcely 
be kept out of bed. The head was shaved 
on the 29th, but it did not afford relief as 


in the other cases; the occiput is unusually | ¢ 


protuberant, rising like atumour. Yester- 
day morning she was threatened with a ft; 


the sympathetic effect of which is anti- 
spasmodic, and the giddiness, or light 
|headedness, is just the opposite to the 
| oppressive pain accompanying the fits. In 
large doses it purges, but many persons, 
from knowing that in small doses it some- 
| times irritates the kidneys like copaiva and 
|other resinous diuretics, are afraid to give 
large doses, not considering that when the 
medicine passes off by the bowels, it does 
not irritate the kidneys ; and it is to ensure 
this effect that | combine it with some 
castor oil, though this is almost an unne- 
cessary precaution. 

To-day, for the present, she is much re- 
lieved; the oils acted four times on the 
bowels and produced some ardor urine. 
| She says she fos no pain, is out of bed, and 
the tremors are much diminished. 


CHLOROSIS, 
| The next is a case of hysteric or chloro- 
|tic disease, without convulsive fits, the 
| patient being in personal appearance the 
opposite of the last. 

R W —, etat. 23, unmarried. 

Dec. 2. Of chlorotic complexion and 
sleader make ; she complains of violent pain 
at the pit of the stomach and back after 
eating and drinking ; pains in the loins and 
shoulders ; pain in the back of her head, 
constant for the last six weeks. Her illness 
i with rhea, six years ago, 
since which time she has never been per- 
fectiy well. Catamenia nuper regularia; 











slight leucorrhea; tongue slightly furred ; 
complains of weakness; appetite bad ; 
bowels usually confined; urine very co- 
pious, sometimes colourless ; has constant 
pain in the right lumbar region for four 
months, which is easier when the bladder 
is emptied; has been an out-patient five 
weeks, and under medical treatment daring 
the whole of her illness; has taken large 
quantities of purgatives, Globus hysteri- 
cus; feet cold; pain in the region of the 
heart ; pulse 85, soft and small; pain in 
the right hypochondrium shooting down 
into the right thigh ; walking and exercise 
produce dyspnea, and pain in the precor- 
dia; weight and pain across the eyes ; head 
has been hot, and sometimes very cold; 
pain in right side of abdomen ; pain of ab- 
domen is less when that of head is worse, 
and vice versa, &c. &c. Bowels open from 
medicine taken to-day, before this report. 





' 
Capt. acidi hydrocyanici, my ij ; | 
Ex mist. ferri co. 3iss ter die. 
The history of this case will remind you, 
of what Ihave inculcated—the ineflicacy of | 
the continual use of purgative medicines in | 
removing this disease, as, like bleeding, | 
they give but temporary relief; and that 
unless you can obtain regularity of bowels, 
without perpetually forcing their action by 
cathartics, you make but little progress to- 
wards cure, in general, but more especially 
with weak patients, like the present ; me- 
dizive which will impart tone to the bowels, 
so as to give them strength to unload them- 
selves, is most likely to succeed. As the 
case is of o'd standing, and not requiring 
active medicine, | have commenced with a 
mild one in this instance, mist. ferri co. 
(Griffith's mixture) in which the myrrh, as 
a carminative bitter tonic, assists the chaly- 
beate, at the same time that both are in- 
dicated for the leucorrhea; the bydrocy- | 
anic acid, besides being an anodyne, has 
the effect of a bitter tonic on the prime vie, 
and hence it is frequently found a palliative 
of the dyspepsia of this complaint. 


DRY ASTHMA. 


The next is a case of what is called dry 
asthma, the chronic dry catarrh of Laennec. 


M—— S—, etat. 36, married woman.— 
Chronic catarrh, 

Nov. 18. Complains of pain across the 
chest, vertigo and headach, cough, stop- 
page in her breath, and pain in her loins, 
which she has had two months; she has 
had shortness of breath and dry cough for 
ten years, but never was obliged to discon- 
tinue her usual employment (that of char- 
woman) until now ; she has been getting 
worse for two months ; complains that she 
cannot sleep at night from cough ; always 
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feels cold in her feet and loins; pulse 76, 
and soft; respiration short, thirty in the 
minute ; tongue clean, appetite , bowels 
free ; catamenia irregularia, parca ; rhonchus 
sonorus gravis extensively in the chest, 
and rhonchus sibilans ; cough troublesome, 
reiterated ; cough sounds pituitous, but she 
does not expectorate ; countenance flushed 
when she coughs. 


V.S, ad 3xvi ; 

Capt. pulv. rhei c. calomel 9j alt. aur. ; 
Decocti senege ; 

Infus. cascarille, aa. 3vi ter die ; 
Applic. empl. cantharid. sterno. 

In cases of this kind, the distress of 
breathing and cough is caused by a thick- 
eving of the lining membrane of the bron- 
chial tubes, produced by a long-continued, 
very slow, process of inflammatory action, 


}so slow as not to excite either pain or 


febrile symptoms, until at last, when much 
aggravated by exposure in cold weather, 
wrong diet, &c., there is sense of pain and 
tightness in the chest ; instead of the natu- 
ral loose phlegm of the mucous membrane, 
there is a tough pituita secreted, which, 
with the narrowing of the tubes, causes 
that partial contact against their sides, by 
which a vibratory noise is produced—the 
rhonchus sonorus ; and there is a strangu- 
lation of the air in some of the cells, so 
that,during respiration, the air, being forced 
through es partially closed by the 
swelling of the membrane, causes the 
squeak called rhonchus sibilans. You must 
recollect, in examining these cases of old 
standing, that there is often so much ob- 
struction of the air passages, that you do 
not hear the rhonchus, unless you desire 
the patient to make the effort of coughing, 
whilst the ear or stethoscope is applied to 
the chest. 

The treatment which succeeds best in 
these cases, is a combination of expectorant 
and tonic medicines, with depletion accord- 
ing to the degree of exacerbation of the dis- 
ease which you find in the patient, and there 
are no cases which show more decidedly 
that you must not be guided too exclusively 
by the force of the pulse in resorting to 
venesection ; and in this case, though there 
was no urgency of symptoms, the state of 
the head and chest both indicated venesec- 
tion. Though the pulse was most mode- 
rate, the pain in the chest, with tightness 
and rhonchus, showed the state of the bron- 
chia just described, requiring bleeding. 
When you hear the phlegm rattle in the 
bronchia during cough, and not come up as 
here described, you may judge that it is 
tough pituita, which is evidence of a more 
or less inflammatory state ; whether catar- 
rhal or peri ic, this kind of cough 
should rather be denominated wheezy than 
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loose. The two following days she felt a’ 


little relieved in her breathing, but there 
was no expectoration, I found that from « 
circumstance not to 

had not been bled, and I ordered V.S. 
ad 3xvi. The next day she began to ex- 


explain; she | 
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the » which he expresses by the 
wel coarctatio, which is nora A the 
ears of the bystanders when she coughs, 
and that this is produced by a swelling of 
the passages, agreeing with the ausculta- 
tory sign, rhonchus sibilans of Laennec, from 


pectorate, and the following day the expec- } swelling of the bronchial membrane. 


toration was jous muco-pituitous, and 
her breathing more free, but the following 
day, finding she had violent cough still, al- 
most like hooping-cough, and as the vene- 
section had produced a considerable depres - 
sion, I ordered her on the 24th antim. tart, 
g- ex aque %ss, alternis horis, as a sub- 
stitute ; the bowels were so open, and the 
motions of so healthy an appearance, that | 
should have discontinued the calomel and 
rhubarb, had she not expressed decided 
sense of benefit from each dose. On the 
29th the respiration was still better, with 
less cough, except at night ; the respiratory 
murmur more audible, and less rhonchus ; 
the antim. tart. produced so much nausea, 
though taken less frequently, that I changed 
it for tinct. digitalis, njxx, ex mist. ammo- 
niaci, $i, terdie. Yesterday she was re- 
ported improving, though she had most im- 
prudently gone out of the hospital and ex - 
posed herself to the weather the day before 
for several hours. 

To-day her respiration is much better, so 
much so that she wishes to return home in 
a few days, but she will not remain long so 
well ; she is what is called a sailor's wife, 
and her habits of exposure to the weather, 


and improper diet, to use the mildest term, 
will aggravate the complaint so as to bring 


on peripneumony, or peripneumonia notha, 
or y- 

Peripneumony has been previously ex- 
plained to you. 

Peripneumonia notha is frequent!y in- 
duced by, and connected with, this woman's 
complaint, and this is a good exemplifica- 
tion of the transition. 1 will shortly advert 
to it. 


PERIPNEUMONIA NOTHA. 


That which Laennec denominates acute 
pulmonary catarrh, and other authors acute 
or subacute bronchitis, or catarrhal fever, 
is well described by Sydenham under the 
name of peripneumonia notha ; he says that 
though somewhat resembling dry asthma 
(chronic dry catarrh), it is sufficiently dis. 
tinguishable by the fever accompanying it, 
though that fever being much less than in 
the true peripneumonia, he calls it notha 
(spurious or bastard). Now this is just 
the state our patient was getting into when 
at the worst, w was becoming 
chilly, with the skin occasionally hot, He 
goes on to say, that in peripneumonia notha, 
the lungs are obstructed by @ narrowing of 








CASE OF 
CHOLERA AT SUNDERLAND, 
WITH AN 
ANALYSIS OF THE BLOOD, 
TAKEN FROM THE PATIENT. 
By Wa. Reip Crawey, M.D. &c. &e. 
Sunderland, 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sir, —Agreeably with your request, I 
send you a case of Cholera, atteuded by 
Mr. Embleton of Sunderland, and also the 
results of my analysis of the blood, 


CASE, 

** Elliot Todd, aged 33, living at No. 22, 
Wirren-street, in which house three per- 
sons had died of cholera morbus—but with 
whom he had no connexion, being two much 
afraid to go‘near them*— of very intemper- 
ate habits, had been poorly for a week. 

Was attacked, Dec. 12th, at 2 o'clock 
a.m. Complained of pain in his bowels and 
cramps in his feet. 

At 7 a.m, the purging commenced. 
seen by Dr. Law, of Dublin. 

At9a.m. Ordered Calomelan. opii capsici, 
aa. gr. ij, secunda quaque hora. The first 
dose produced vomiting, for the first time, 
of a silate-coloured mucus. Purging still 
continued, being a rice-like fluid. ‘The 
spasms of the lower extremities continued ; 
pulse not to be felt at the wrist. 

Venesection to the extent of seven and 
a half ounces, ‘The pulse could now be felt 
at the wrist. Gave him a dose of sulph. 
ether. and opium. Livid appearance left his 
hands, and he seemed easier. 

At3 p.m. The extremities became cold, 
no urine secreted ; pulse not to be felt at 
the wrist; no longer any cramps ; gave him 
some brandy. 

He died at 7 p.m. of the same day. After 
death the face appeared natural—the skin 
of the hands wus corrugated—the nails 
were livid—and the fingers and toes con- 


tracted. 
(Signed) T. H. Emsreron.” 
REMARKS. 


I did not attend this case, but the blood 


Was 





* The house is divided into tenements. 
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was given to me for analysis the same day. 
This may be called a case of the rapid 
type of Kennedy, or the cholera foudroy- 
ante of the French, and amongst a multipli- 
city of cases there was never presented to 
me any one so suitable for information as to 
the nature of the blood; and I give it to 
you, Mr. Editor, for the information of your 
numerous readers by way of anticipation of 
what may be expected from my forthcoming 
work on epidemic cholera. 
ANALYSIS OF THE BLOOD. 

This blood, on applying the tongue to it, 
had no taste, nor any particular smell, I 
also tasted it again, sometime after it had 
been drawn. | afterwards tasted the colour- 
ing matter, the coagulated albumen, and | 


the fibrin, but in them | found no taste, | 


nor any smell. It contained no gases of agy | 
description ; was black as tar. I followed | 
the plan which I have taken the liberty of | 
recommending my professional brethren | 
to pursue in the investigation of typbus and | 
other diseases, and which I intend hence-| 
forth, for many reasons, to pursue. 

I shall give the results of an analysis of | 
the blood of one of our sailors which was | 
taken in October last. This blood con-| 
tained one cubic inch of carbonic acid in the | 
16 ozs. which were taken. 

b wy 


From direct experiments I am assured 
that this impulse causes, in the first in- 
stance, the circulating blood to part with 
its free carbonic acid by an excited i- 
ratory process. When the blood is in thi 
state, the circulation necessarily becomes 
languid, for the carbonic acid is to the blood 
in its circulation what the spiral p ing is 
to the balance wheel of the wate othe 
free carbon of the blood is gradually re- 
strained in its progress into the air-cells of 
the lungs, as well as throughout the whole 
circulation ; for at this time not only is the 
| whole circulation retarded, but the sur/ace 
of the body also is chilled, or collapsed.— 
| From this time the animal heat, of course, 
‘declines, not half the usual quantity of car- 
| bovic acid being formed in the air-cells of 
the lungs. We even find the ay heavy, 
melancholic, and listless ; the blood, leaving 
the extremes of the circulatory system, dis- 
tends the large blood-vessels and viscera, 
and should the patient be worn out by po- 
verty, old age, disease, or druokenness, he 
may die from excess of carbon in the blood, 
by which the coronary arteries of the heart, 
or the sensorium commune, or both, may be, 
to use a newly-coined medical phrase, poi- 
soned by his own blood; or if the patient 





|should be rasbly raised up, be may die 


from inanition, as the blood now finds much 


‘edd. | obstruction in its circulation, particularly 
when it has to be carried oun its, now, 


Watetscecceccece 6% 6450 75 644 
Albumen, coagulated 31 
Colouring matter 5s 253 
Free carbon $ 66 
Fibrin pressed and dried .. 6 
Muriates of soda and potassa, 
carbonate of soda and ani- 
mal extraction 0 
1000 1000 
I think it will be readily understood that 
as I did not see this case, it will be out of 
my power to make any comment upon it. 
The results of the analysis are most instrac- 
tive, and by the dical philosopher must 
be recarded with astonishment. The blood 
in this case possesses only two ounces of se- 
rum, which was like segum of healthy blood 
in appearance. lam yours, &c. 
7 TW. Reiw Cianny. 
Sunderland, Dec. 31, 1831. 





In continuation of the above communica- 
tion I beg to say, that having completed my 
investigation of the blood, and workable 
fluids of epidemic cholera patients, I am 
satisfied that the first impulse which the 
system receives is from the atmosphere, 
through the medium of the respiratory sys- 
tem, but whether it be from the distempera- 
ture of the atmosphere only, or from con- 
tagious miasmata floating in the air, or from 
both, is not at this moment the question, 


excessive specific gravity, by reason of its 
scarcely fluid state. When epidemic cho- 
lera takes its usual course, the blood-vessels 
of the coats of the stomach are generally 
influenced by the diseased blood ; sometimes 
those of the stomach first, sometimes those 
of the intestines, and often of both at the 
same time. In some instances I have re- 
marked that such has been the severity of 
the attack, that blood, if drawn from a vein, 
was mixed with the substances ejected by 
vomiting. The serum of the blood is 
thrown off from that fiuid in both in- 
stances, and the salts of the serum not 
only cause this impulse in the extreme 
branches of the arteries, but also give those 
acute pains and cramps which are so cha- 
racteristic of the disease,—in which pains 
and cramps the inferior and sometimes the 
superior extremities sympathise—similar in 
many respects to what we find takes place 
when, under ordinary circumstances, loose- 
ness, or costiveness, produces cramps of the 
legs, particularly when the individual is 
warm in bed. 

Having myself at two different times in 
the course of last month been attacked with 
violent cramps of the bowels and inferior 
extremities, such as I had never experi- 
enced before, 1 can form some notion of the 
violence of epidemic cholera. When all 


the salts, such as are contained in healthy 
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blood, are * pus out of the system, the | this devoted town, is fraught with so much 
P 


cramps and pains as a matter of course | importance that 1 shall not trust myself 
leave the body, the patient looks like an | upon the subjectat this time. The pith of 
i corpse, and we have, at this time,|the last communication which 1 received 
lymph circulating with the crassamentum, from a certain quarter, has been served up 
in lieu of serum, as the case of Elliot Todd | by fresh artists for the journal referred to, 
detaiied in my accompanying letter testi- | with a three-fold purpose. First, to treat 
fies. 1 need not now detail any other phe- | the “‘ well-known physician at Sunderland ” 
nomena of this new disease, but shall enter | with contempt, because he dared to enter 
upon the subject more fully in my forth-| upon the subject of a disease of which he 
coming work. In the interim I need | had seen so much, and into which no inves- 
scarcely remark thut the proximate cause of tigation had heretofore been carried, to his 
a disease being well ascertained, we have | knowledge, as far as regards chemistry ! 
the true basis for a radical cure. Secondly, to show to all the world that he 
Two days ago, by the kindness of a resi- | can be nothing but a pretender, and conse- 
dent friend, I obtained a perusal of the last | quently deserves no respect from high or 
three numbers of a contemporary publica- | low,—medical men or non-medical,—cho- 
tion. The uncalled-for attacks made upon|leric patients or non-choleric! Thirdly, 
me by the editor of that journal, to whom || that under all circumstances he is com- 
never spoke, and whom | never could have | pelled to throw himself on the clemency of 
offended in thought, word, or deed, asto- the editor of the above journal and its pa- 
nished and disgusted me. What has this | trons; for this journal exists by patronage 
personage performed for medical science | only, certes not by the talents of the editor! 
that he should thus treat a country pby-|‘‘ Risum teneatis amici.” To my know- 
sician, whose greatest delight for several | ledge ‘‘ they order things better in France.” 
years has been to investigate the nature of |! think I observe the shrug of my friend 
disease by the aid of science, and who, as all | Magendie’s shoulders on reading this narra- 
his friends know, has spent a fortune in these tive. Verbum sat. 
ursuits? Had such physician, after the} In the last parorysn of this doughty 
istory of the safety-lamp, and the investi- | editor, my advertisement was copied ver- 
gation of the proximate cause of typhus | butim from The Courier and The Standard ; 
fever, no right to ask the government of | but even here I am to blame, for by him the 
his country what rewards he might expect | ominous words “ere long” are placed in 
in the event of his making discoveries |italics, although any other person, not 
upon the subject of epidemic cholera di-| warped by prejudice, would attach another 
rectly known to that government, without | meaning to them. But here, on the con- 
having the advantaze of publishing a vo-|trary, we have the following kind com- 
lume on the spot where the disease com-|ment:—‘‘ Is this a moment for any man 
menced in these islands? Had he not a/| who conceives he has discovered anything 
right in a free state, when his request was | tending to diminish the danger, and allay 
not replied to, to state that he was not in- | the fears excited by cholera, to talk of com- 
clined, at his inconvenience and detriment, municating ere long.” Sol am compelled 
to make such disclosures public, except he to appear at the tribunal of this editor at 
were suitably encouraged end patronised ? | his pleasure, no matter whether the mate- 
And why did a ‘confidential’ corre-  rialsareready for the pressornot! No matter 
spondence with Lord Grey and Lord Auck- | whether hastily published or not, or whether 
land find its way into such a publication as | the publication so rapidly prepared shall 
the journal in question? While, too, such | add to my honour, or repay me the expenses 
physician well knows that the ample taxes | of printing it! But I think | bear him say, 
which he has paid for the last thirty years | ‘‘Who cares fora country physician’s honour 
have been partly expended in pampering | or emolument? Were he a London phy- 
pensioners, Pe recollects that, with the ex-|sician the case would be different, for his 
ception of Dr, Jenner, no medical man, | fame would carry emoluments with it, and 
whether a man of science or not, ever re-| perhaps admit him to the equestrian order.” 
ceived one farthing of public money since | Very true. The only use of a country phy- 
that physician commenced his professional | sician is to make him a drudge in science, 
career. And for his pains, anxieties, cares, | to pick his brains at convenience, and enjoy 
and chemical experiments, with anything|a hearty laugh at his expense at every 
but agreeable fluids, that country physician | suitable opportunity, The following vera- 
who has no such chance to augment his!cious remark succeeds:—‘‘ The rate of 
practice as if he lived in a metropolis, he | mortality at Sunderland, when cholera broke 
finds that, as his reward, he must receive in- | out there (not afler it broke out, though we 
sult upon insult, from a man, or from men, of | must take the intention so to be), was, as 
the same profession! Proh pudor / nearly as may be, one in three, and it con- 
The breaking out of epidemic cholera in| tinues undiminished.” ‘This is false; as 
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our daily lists ‘« show a gradual decrease of man of my acquaintance on returning home, 
eases and of deaths up to this hour.”|a short time since, was thrown from his 
Again :—*‘ It thus appears by bis own horse and received avery violent blow u 
showing, either that ft has no ‘ method of the head, No external wound was visible, 
cure,’ or that the said method has been! but the violevce of the concussion rendered 
withheld from his suffering townsmen.” him for a considerable time insensible, 
This is another falsehood as all my friends;when at length he exhibited symptoms 
here can testify. Besides, as chairmen of of returning life. In about a week he be- 
the medical department of former boards of gan gradually to recover from the effects of 
health, and as member of the present board his accident, but considerable doubts were 
of health of this town, I have had, of course, | entertained whether it had not impaired his 
as great facilities for studying the disease reason, as he frequently called persons with 
as any other practitioner in this place, be- whom he was thoroughly acquainted by wrong 
sides the opportunities for visiting cases names, and also miscalled various things that 
afforded to me by my friend Mr. Embleton, he inquired for; but it afterwards appeared, 
the parish surgeon this year for the town-! from a variety of circumstances, that the 
ship of Sunderland. 1 have up te this hour accident had merely rendered him incapa- 
attended several cases alone, and I am| ble of expressing bis wishes and meaning 
happy to say that the patients neither in proper language, although his memory in 
lacked medicines nor ies, and thus! every respect was perfect. In general he 
I have been enabled to watch the progress|spoke with difficulty and hesitation, and 
of disease to my entire satisfaction. Yet) appeared conscious of being unable torender 
this editor and his friends, by their own’ himself intelligible, but seemed highly de- 
showing, know more upon this subject than lighted when he could make himself pro- 
I dare pretend to! | perly understood. One instance in particu- 
As to the remark on “ two letters sent to | lar occurred, which at once proved that bis 
the Board of Health,”’ I shall give it entire :| memory was unimpaired in every-thing but 
** We were amused to learn that our notice | language, viz., he had two fine little ani- 
produced two letters to the Board of Health,| mals of the swinish breed, which he was 
putting them (who does this admirable gram- | particularly fond of, ani which, previously 
marian mean by ‘ them?') on their guard, | te his accident, frequently engaged his at- 
that if were the person alluded to | tention ; one day he inquired with t 
as possessing ‘a cure’ br cholera, they | anxiety how they were going on; for a 





must be cautious in admitting his claims, | length of time no one could comprehend his 


inasmuch as the real merit belonged exclu- | Meaning, on account of the curious and tn- 
sively to him who now addressed them, and | intelligible names by which he called them ; 
who had communicated his discovery to the various thiugs were mentioned to him for 
above.” the purpose of eliciting his meaning, but to 
Except an account of a heated air-bath, | each inquiry he invariably retuned a ne- 
I never received any communication of/gative, at length accidentally the animals 
which I could or would avail myself in the| Were mentioned, when he immediately said 
cure of epidemic cholera. This bath 1 was|that they were what he meant. Sometimes 
compelled to improve before I could render | his friends pointed out the mistakes that be 
it of any service, and I then presented it to committed, when he frequently laughed 
our infirmary. | heartily at his blunders, and seemed per- 
‘ W. Rei Crawny. | fectiy aware of the merriment which they 
sometimes necessarily excited, and of his 
| total inability to express himself with greater 
EFFECTS OF A BLOW UPON THE MEAD, ) accuracy. Although 1 profess to bea com- 
TENDING TO PROVE THE TRUTH OF PHRE-| plete novice with regard to the interesting 
NOLOGY. | sciexee of phrenology, still I think that the 
’ ~ | case I have just mentioned tends consider- 
To the Editor of Tut Lancer. jably to establish and confirm several propo- 
Sir,—On perusing your publication for | sitions relied upon by phrenologists, viz., 
last week, 1 noticed a case which was/that language is confined to a particular 
mentioned by Dr. Barlow at a meeting of | part of the brain, and has a distinct organ 
the Phrenological Society, respectirg a} allotted to it, and that consequently it is not 
Welshman having received an injury in|dependent upon the collective aid of the 
his head which greatly impaired his speech, | other organs ; and also that memory is not a 
although he was at the same time in perfect | distinct faculty, but an attribute of others, 
enjoyment of his other faculties. To con-|as this gentleman's memory, like thatof the 
firm a statement which may probably be| Welshman’s, was perfect in every respect 
doubted by many of your readers, 1 shall/ except language. I am, Mr. Editor, 
relate a case nearly similar, which oc- J. S. Tayzor. 
curred under my own observation, Agentle-/ Wilson Street, Dec, 20th, 1831. 
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PROJECT TO ESTABLISH CORDONS IN ENGLAND. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, January 7, 1832. 
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We lose not moment in calling the 
attention of the profession in this metro- 
polis to an indiscreet, though perhaps well- 
intentioned effort, now making, to involve 
this tortured and distracted country in the 
additional evils of a strict internal quaran- 
tine. A petition, we are informed, is in 
course of private circulation for obtaining 
the signatures of medical men, calling on 
the legislature to draw cordons around the 
places already visited by the cholera, and 
to institute a rigid system of seclusion in 
all those situations where the disease may 
henceforth make its appearance, 

Now, for many and most weighty reasons, 
we totally disapprove of this proceeding. 
In the first place, we must ask the origi- 
nators of the scheme why it is that they 
conduct it so privately? Why, if it bea 
wise and salutary proposal, is it not openly 
submitted to a public meeting, sur-noned 
to consider the bearings of such an ex- 
ceedingly important project? We frankly 
confess, that such pat-like privacy would 
of itself be sufficient to prejudice us, in no 
small degree, against the measure and its 
supporters ; but let us turn aside this feel- 
ing, and examine on its own merits the 
question at issue. Can any restrictive mea- 
sures be devised, whether by military cor- 
dons or otherwise, which will be capable of 
preventing the spread of the cholera from 
Newcastle, Gateshead, Haddington, &c., to 
the rest of the kingdom—even admitting, as 
we do, that the malady is communicable from 
man to man? To this question we unhesitat- 
ingly reply, that a military force, equivalent 
in numbers and effectiveness to that which 
the Duke of Wetiincron commanded at 
Waterloo, could not restrain the progress 
of the malady a single hour in the peculiar 
localities it now occupies. Nay, even while 
it only tenanted the narrow lanes of the 
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low town of Sunderland, and before a single 
house in Monkwearmouth and Bishopwear- 
mouth had been infected, we know that a 
distinguished military officer reported to 
the government, that 10,000 men would 
then be absolutely necessary to afford evem 
a chance of effective insulation, The results 
following the institution of the recent con- 
tinental cordons might, however, spare us 
the task of dwelling at greater length upon 
the topic. Can England ever form such e 
cordon as Prussia drew round the outskirts 
of her territory during the last summer t 
Can England ever work upon such heart- 
less, habituete, slaves, as the serfs of the 
Prussian frontier? Yet the cholera pursued 
its steady advance upon Berlin, and tumult 
and massacre, famine, misery, and increased 
mortality, were induced by a measure in- 
tended for ‘ sanitary effects.”” Reasoning, 
then, by that wisest guide—experience—we 
cannot avoid expressing our ardent hope that 
the government, persevering in the pru- 
dent policy it has hitherto followed since 
the disease made its appearance in this 
country, will manfully resist all such well- 
meant but irrational importunities—that 
ministers will pause before they involve 
the north of England in the horrors of civil 
war, and before they rob the national purse 
of an expenditure, one-tenth of which laid 
out in the distribution of food and raiment 
amongst the shivering and starving poor, 
would accomplish more towards check- 
ing the advances of this scourge of the 
buman race, than would the muskets and 
bayonets of all the armies in the world. 


— — 


= 





Tuere will be found at the conclusion 
of this article the copy of a letter, ad- 
dressed by the Council of the Royal College 
of Surgeons in London, alias the Junro of 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, to Viscount Met- 
sourne. The letter bears date December 
10th 1831, and is signed by the whole of 
the renowned twenty-one. This document 
has made a noise, and, coming from such @ 
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celebrated body of men, how could it be 
otherwise? It has been published in all 
the newspapers, and in a few instances has 
been honoured by approving editorial re- 
marks. The ‘* best possible public in- 
structors,” however, are not Ciscreet in the 
bestowal of their eulo; ies, and never were 
‘vey more unfortunate than in conferring 
any portion of praise upon the conduct of 
such a body of men. Persons who uader- 
take to convey information to the public, 
ought to be particularly careful in their se- 
lection of subjects, and shoulc 02 no occasion 
commend, without thoroughly understanding 
the question before them. Never was there 
& purer specimen of ill-concealed jesuitism 
than is presented to us in this letter of the 
Council. But the effrontery, the insolence, 
the audacious impertinence, of the intru- 
sion! Cunning rogues! They guessed that 
such an appeal to the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department might shield them 
from the blighting disgrace which an ex- 
posure of the abuses, under the laws relat- 
ing to medicine, was calculated to bring 
down on their ‘« well-earned reputation.” 
But why select Lord Mecsournne!? Be- 
eause his Lordship has the power to amend 
the Charter? Because his Lordship com- 
mands great influence in the Privy Council? 
Not at all; but simply because the noble 
Secretary is the most likely, of all the 
members of the Cabinet, to be the least in- 
formed respecting the subject upon which 
he was addressed. The insolence, we say— 
the effrontery, of this most corrupt and over- 
bearing Juytro! What reply can the noble 
Secretary make to their communic~*ion? 
How will his Lordship bg enabled sufficient- 


ly to commend their disinteresiedness, to 


express his admiration of their patriotism, 
for the demand upon his ingenuity is by on 
means a slight one? But to have spoken 
truly, or candidly, his Lordship should have 
expressed himself thus :—** To the Council 
of the Royal College of Surgeons. Gentle- 
men, in acknowledging the receipt of your 





letter, it is not in my power to hold out any 
hope that it will be favourably received by 
the members of his Majesty’s Privy Coun- 
cil, unless you at once place me in a situa- 
tion which would justify me in stating, that 
you wish the document to be placed in the 
hands of the executive government as an 
unconditional acknowledgment that ycu are 
the most avaricious of mouopolizers, the 
most insolent of petty despots, and the 
most unbending opposers of the diffusion of 
that ‘‘ sound knowledge” for which you 
affect to profess so igh a regard. Authorise 
me to communicate to my colleagues that 
you acknowledge the ‘ letter’ to be a 
confession of your guilt, and I think I have 
some ground for predicting that you will 
escape the ‘last penalty of the law.’ 
Beyond this I have nothing to communi- 
cate, and am, Gentlemen, &c, &c.”” Now 
we would inquire if it be not the duty of 
the Home Secretary of State to investigate 
the conduct of this body of individuals, 
seeing that they have admitted in their 
letter (paragraph 8 ), that 

« The regulations of the Council (that is 
their own regulations) have had a tendency 
to encourage both teachers and students to a 
direct violation of the law, and to establish, 
ia the procurers of dead bodies, a set of 
men living by practices which are revolting 
to the feelings of society, exposed to the 
hatred and contempt of those around them, 
and likely, by the joiat operation of these 
causes, to become trained and gradually ha- 
bituated to the commission of still greater 
crimes.” 

There !— Bishop and Williams having made 
their ** confessions,” we have now also the 
“ confession” of men who acknowledge 
that their regulations ‘‘ encouraged’’ these 
men and their companions in the com- 
mission of their diabolical crimes! Can 
such individuals have the folly to believe 
that their “ eleventh - hour” - confession 
will have the effect of screening them from 
the consequences of vniversal contempt 





aoe ea wa ef hUv.elUCr CUCU 


and detestation? But men in office are so 
commonly actuated by one spirit—so gene- 
rally bound up by similar ties of self-interest 
and love of power, that we dare swear Lord 
Mexsourne has received the declaration of 
the Council as the strongest evidence of 
their desire to advance the cause of science, 
and to promote the well-being of society, 
The influence of office is obnoxious to dis- 
tinctness of perception, is fatal to clearness 
of vision ; else how happens it that neither 
, the noble secretary, nor the ‘* best possible 
public instructors,’ nor the Junto them- 
selves, perceived the suicidal character of 
the act they were committing while pen- 
ning such an acknowledgment? Contrast 
the admission of the illegality of their by- 
laws with what their charter states con- 
cerning their power to enact by-laws under 
that charter :—*‘ And the said Council shall 
be empowered to meet from time to time, 
and to frame such by-laws as they may 
deem necessary, provided always that in 
such by-laws there be nothing contained con- 
trary to the statute law of the realm.” But 
their guilt is not rendered the more con- 


spicuous, in consequence of this stipulation 


ofthe charter. In no case can the ruling 
powers of any corporation enforce ‘‘ regu- 
lations”’ contrary to the statute laws of the 
land, Were not this so, what would be- 
come of the people, living, as they do, in 
the midst of the most flagrantly corrupt 
corporations in the known world ? 

This confession amounts to neither more 
nor less than an acknowledgment that the 
council have long ago forfeited their charac- 
ter, and if the law were enforced against 
the Junto as the Junro have endeavoured 
to press it against their consistent and ho- 
nest opponents, they would be instantly 
hurled from their seats, covered with igno- 
miny and disgrace, and carry with them 
the never-dying reproaches of an indignant 
and insulted profession. Can Lord Met- 
Bourne be so indifferent to the interests of 
the community, so neglectful of the duties 
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of his office; as not to investigate most 
fully what have been the positive effects of 
those ‘ Regulations,” which, the Council 

themselves confess, have had a ‘‘ tendency 
to encourage ”’ violations of the law, even to 
the commission of murder? When, on 
numberless occasions, we have broadly as- 
serted that the great obstacles opposed to 
the free cultivation of the science of anato- 
my were to be found in the ‘“‘ Regulations 
of the Council of the Royal College of 
Surgeons,” little did we expect that our 
allegations were to be confirmed by the at- 

testing seal of the accused parties. On 
this occasion we offer no explanation of 
what those ‘“ Regulations” have been; we 
comment not on their cruelty and injustice ; 
we descant not on the vile, insolent, system 
of monopoly which they were calculated to 
perpetuate ; but we appeal triumphantly to 
the ‘‘ Confession” of the members of that 
Council whom we have so repeatedly casti- 
gated, for a confirmation of the truth of the 
most weighty of our accusations against 
that body. Oh! how tamely the members 
of our profession have submitted to the in- 
sults of this self-perpetuating oligarchy ! 
Contemptible in number, almost contempt- 
ible in talent, hateful for their rapacity, de- 
spised for their tyranny, abhorred for their 
injustice, still have they menaced with 
their noxious authority—under the pro- 
tection of their baneful powers—the great 
body of English medical practitioners. A 
thousand times have we protested against 
the legality of their ‘“‘ Regulations,” and 
ten thousand times has the accuracy of our 
arguments been denied. No part, how- 
ever, of our position was concealed ; the 
proof of the illegality of the Regulations 
was repeatedly presented to the eye of 
the public, yet amongst the whole body 
of students, amongst the whole body of 
teachers, there was not to be found one 
pupil, or one lecturer, who dared to 
claim the right of examination in de- 
fiance of those by-laws, which the Coun- 


2M2 





512 LETTER ON THE STATE OF ANATOMY, FROM 


cil now themselves admit, held out ft owe Be London, have the roe Porht 
‘ commission our Lordship on a subject - 
> Ga? ae . vf te fal interest to the whole community, but 
worst of crimes. After violating all the especially to the members of the medical 
sacred obligations imposed by the charter, | profession. 

7 | The Royal Col of Surgeons are em- 
and the still more sacred obligation of their powered by their a @ chaihine the. 
oaths—after pertinaciously withholding from | tain er as to their epee of 

members ollege their legal ri surgery, they are especi required 
= wee _— we to institute such examination "respecting 


and privileges—after filching from the | those who are candidates for the situation 


pockets of the medical students the most ex- | Of surgeons in the army or nary. 
a ** | Itis not possible that any one should be 


tortionate fees—after attempting to prevent properly qualied to practise in this depart- 
the study of anatomy and surgery through- |ment of the healing pt eon not ob- 
England London— tained a due knowledge anatomy, 
= — 4 . a and explored, with bis own hand, the 
after refusing to examine those gentlemen | structure of the dead body; proofs of 
who enjoyed the most advantageous oppor- | their having done so — oe been 
- . =a , . _| always required of candidates who have 
tunities of dissecting in Peris—this worth presented themselves for examination. 
less Junto presume to address Lord Met-|' The Council believed that they could not 
nourne as though they themselves were Properly perform their duty to their Sove- 
: said * reign, from whom the College received its 
the innocent victims of those very “ Regu-| charter, nor to the public, for whose benefit 
lations’’ of which they are themselves the |it was granted, — insisting on the 
ors—as though irtuous | **udy of anatomy by dissectien, as the most 
oth ae awe, Govt . Cay part of paras education, 
abhorrers of those crimes which they have hey have, however, been aware that 








the brazen effrontery to confess have, in| some serious objections might be urged te 
the course which they thus ventured to 

great measure, been encouraged by the)». 
operation of by-laws framed solely with a} Inthe present state of the common law, 
. premoti “ ene. | aS it is construed by the law authorities, 
View's ths whew of: count -ehiens the individual who yt a human body, 


gical knowledge!” When brass itself) or even has it in his possession for any other 
shall exhibit the crimson blush of shame, | purpose than that of burial, is guilty of a 


then may we expect that these men,— misdemeanour, unless it be the body of a 
acknowledging their guiltiness— will not 
omit to supplicate with contrite hearts for 
the sins which they have committed against 
their brethren, and also against the general 


malefactor hanged for murder. 

Bodies used for dissection in the anato- 
mical schools have necessarily been procur- 
ed by illegal means,—by the invasion of 
consecrated ground, and the disturbance of 
graves, in a way disgusting to society at 
large, and especially offensive to the friends 


wellice ef selety, and relatives of the deceased. 

After the reader has bestowed some at-! The regulatious of the Council have 
tention upon this “‘ confession,” his mind pn emeay - ah ny 4 to enna both 
, eachers and students to a direct violation 
will be better prepared for those comments of the law, and to establish, in the procur- 
which, from want of space, we must defer|ers of dead bodies, a set of men living by 

: : : .| practices which are revolting to the feelings 
CER Gir pate ‘eee cing Sas of society, exposed to the batred and con- 
ber. tempt of those around them, and likely, by 

the joint operation of these causes, to become 

P trained and gradually babituated to the com- 
ANATOMY. mission of still greater crimes. > 4 

é The Council felt that they could only do 

Copy of a Letter from the Council of the Royal) what was, on the whole, for the best, in the 

College of Surgeons in London, to Viscount | ditemma in which they were placed. The 

Melbourne, dated the 16th ef Dec. 1831. circumstances which have just béen enume- 

Royal College of Surgeons in London, | rated did not escape their attention, and 

™ Dee. 10, have continually excited their most deep 

My Lord,—The undersigned, members of ne But, on the other hand, they were 
the il of the Royal College of Sur- upon to regard the obligations of 
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their charter.. They were aware that the conducted, be adopted under the existing 


want of y-educated would 
prove a serious evil to the ic, How- 
ever much they might be inclined to en- 
courage the use of preserved parts and mo- 
dels as subsidiary means of teaching ana- 
tomy, they were convinced that these are of 


is 

tain p 
and an exact register is preserved of all the 
bodies consi 


laws. 


In the other countries of Europe anatomy 
bt only under a license, and in cer- 
aces appointed by the Government, 


for dissection. But it is 


a contradiction to suppose that any such 
license can be Ae or such register 
preserved in this country, where the study 
of anatomy is barely tolerated, and where 
not only the procurers of dead bodies, but 
the anatomical teachers and students, are 


themselves quite inadequate to afford that 
minute, complete, and accurate knowledge 
which is necessary in surgical practice, and 
which the student only requires by dissec- 
tion. 
The Council further submit that they 
have laboured under much embarrassment | alike engaged in illegal pursuits. 
from the inconsistencies and contradictions} In offering this representation to his Ma- 
of the law itself, which at the same time |jesty’s Government, the Council are not 
that it declares the student to be guilty of| without hopes that some plan may be devised 
a misdemeanour if he attempt to obtain ana-| by the legislature calculated to remove the 
tomical knowledge, renders him also, when| serious evil of which they now complain. 
afterwards engaged in practice, liable to a| At the same time they beg leave to declare 
civil action on account of any mistake|on their own part, and on that of all the 
which his ignorance of anatomy may lead | other members of their profession who are 
him to commit. now in practice, with the exception of the 
But, whatever may have been the extent|very few who devote themselves to the 
of the difficulties which have heretofore ob-| laborious and often unprofitable task of 
structed the Council in the execution of|teaching anatomy, that the question is one 
their duty, they may well be regarded as|in which they have no direct or personal 
insignificant when compared to those which | interest. Whether anatomy be taught le- 
they have to encounter at the present mo-jgally or illegally, or not at all, does not 
ment. concern the existing race of practitioners in 
The large prices which have of late been | medicine or surgery, who have completed 
given for anatomical subjects have operated | the period of their education ; but it deeply 
as a premium for murder. If the Council}concerns the public: and it is under a 
of the College continue to require that|strong sense of the evils which society may 
those who present themselves for examina-|ultimately experience, and from a desire 
tion shall have studied practical anatomy, |conscientiously to perform their duties, 
who can venture to say that crimes similar | that the Council of the College have ventured 
to those which have just now filled the pub- |to make this demand on your Lordship’s 
lic with dismay will not be again committed ? | patience and attention, at a moment which, 
More criminals will undoubtedly arise ;/on an occasion of less importance, they 
new victims will be added to the list; and/ should have deemed unseasonable. 
the medical profession will be necessarily , : 
degraded from the high ppnation whick it (Signed ) 
ought to hold, as having in its relations to a . is 
society no object but that of conferring be- Robert Keate, President, 
nefit on others. John P. Vincent, 
The Council have no expectation, while |G, J. Guthrie, 
the law remains as it is at present, and sur- aN ; 
gical students continue to cultivate the William Blizard, 
science i anatomy, pe any meas can be| Astley Cooper, 
contrived which will prevent a repetition | w-)). 
of the horrible Sthinian te which they have bee rere di oa 
just alluded. Attention and constant sus-|J. A. Hawkins, 
picion on the part ofthe teachers may effect | Anthony Carlisle, 
H. Leigh Thomas, 
Anthony White, 
J. G. Andrews, 
Samuel Cooper, 





: Vice Presidents, 


Thomas Copeland, 
John Howship, 
James Briggs, 
Wn. Lawrence, 
B.C, Brodie, 
Benjamin Travers, 
Henry Earle, 
Charles Bell, 
Joseph Swan. 


much, but not all that is requisite, 

It is vain to imagine it always possible 
to distinguish the body of a person who has 
been murdered from that of one who has 
died a natural death. 

The very individuals who have lately 
suffered on the scaffold would probably have 
escaped detection if they had been more 
circumspect and wary in their conduct: nor 
ean all the precautions with which it is 
desirable the study of anatomy should be 











514 EXTIRPATION OF A SCIRRHOUS TUMOUR. 


The Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. 
January, 1832. 

In the current Number of our Edinburgh 
contemporary, there oceur some original 
atticles well deserving an extensive cir- 
culation, Of these we may particularise, 
in the order of their location rather than of 
their merit, Dr. Stedman’s ‘‘ Contributions 
t6 Operative Surgery,” a history of the 
scarlet fever of St. Bartholomew, by Dr. 
Cock, tending to show that the Dandy is but 
a modification of that disease ; a continua- 
tion of Dr. James C. Gregory's excellent 
article on the pathology of diseased kidney, 
connected with an albuminous state of 
utine ; amedico-legal examination, by Mr. 
Alexander Watson, of two cases of death 
from injuries of the head; and, lastly, an 
important article on the effects of opium- 
eating on health and longevity, by the 
Edinbargh Professor of Forensic Medicine. 
Of the articles now named, we proceed to 
offer a sufficient analysis; the remaining 
papers shall receive a passing notice. 


EXTIRPATION OF A SCIRRHOUS TUMOUR. 

To begin with Dr. Stedman’s contribu- 
tions to operative surgery, we find the nar- 
rator describing three rather remarkable 
operations performed by bim at St. Thomas's 
in the West Indies. The first was the ex- 
tirpation of a large scirrhous tumour in the 
situation of the right parotid gland, pre- 
ceded by the ligatare of the carotid artery 
at the same side, The patient was a free 
black, a boatman in the harbour, The 
tumour extended from behind the concha 
of the external ear, to one inch below the 
angle of the jaw-bone. Upon the upper 
part of the tip of the ear, and part of the 
cartilage of the concha were embedded in 
the swelling, which extended on the fore- 
part from a little below the malar bone to 
the upper portion of the thyroid cartilage. 
It dipped under the jaw-bone to the depth 
of nearly two inches. Its dimensions were 
4§ inches in length from its attachment to 
the jaw, 164 inches in its largest circum- 
ference, 94 inches from the base of the ear 
to the bottom of the tumour, 104 inches 
across its middle from the posterior to the 
anterior boundary. The greater part was 
exceedingly hard, but on the top of the 
swelling there were two lobe-like parts, 


softened and covered by thin reddish skin, 
which soon ulcerated and discharged « 
sanious fluid. The disease was of twelve 
years’ duration, and commenced at the angle 
of the jaw with an induration the size of a 
walnut. Within the year preceding the 
time now described, the swelling increased 
rapidly, and was accompanied by cousider- 
able pain ;— 

«* Operation.—The operation may be di- 
vided into two parts. The first consisted 
in tying the common carotid artery, the 
second in extirpating the tumour. 

** Tbe man being laid on his back on a 
firm cot, and his chin turned to the left 
side, an incision was made along the inter- 
nal margin of the sterno-cleido mastoideus, 
commencing from a point on a line with 
the middle of the thyroid cartilage, aad 
extending to near the sternal extremity of 
the clavicle. The fibres of the 
myoides were next cut through, I pro- 
ceeded cautiously to dissect through the 
cellular substance to find the sheath of the 
artery. This part of the operation was rea- 
ree very embarrassing by the tity of 
blood, both venous and arterial, that flowed 
at each touch of the knife, for as fast as it 
was sponged, the wound was filled up again 
with blood. As the bleeding coo.inued, 
notwithstanding five small arteries hid been 
tied, by the advice of Dr. Hornbeck, I en- 
larged the incision backwards towards the 
tumour. This was a circumstance of litile 
moment, as this incision would have been 
necessary, at all events, in the subsequent 
operation. This gave me more room; aad 
by waiting patiently for a sbort time, the 
wound was so fur cleared of blood, as to 
allow me to distinguish the sheath of the 
carotid artery, with the desceadens noni on 
its anterior part. The artery lay very deep, 
so that after repeated attempts to cut open 
the sheath, I was obliged to make the man 
sit up. On turring tis chin to the left 
side, the artery now became much more 
superficial ; and 1 was easily enabled to 
open the sheath, by pinching up a part of 
it with the forceps, and dividing st, by cut- 
ting with the knife laid flat. oe 
the common aneurismal needle, ¢ with 
one stout well-waxed silk thread, closely 
round the artery, and having satisfied the 
gentlemen in attendance that there was 
nothing but the artery included, I drew the 
ligature firmly and strongly. The pulsation 
immediately ceased in the upper por-ion of 
the artery, which I could distinctly feel 
through its sbeath for at least a third of an 
inch above the place where it was tied. 
The internal jugular vein gave me not the 
least embarrassment, nor did I even see it 





during the eperation. The artery was tied 
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at a point about a line ité to the mid-|unsoundness. This space was therefore 
dle of the thyroid ilage. This first} covered with adhesive strap, and allowed 


‘operation lasted fifty-five minutes, andj to granulate.” 


would probably have been concluded in half! The second operation lasted about forty- 
the time, but for te embarrassment caused) «ihe minutes, The loss of blood was in- 


fe ate enema cestent meres considerable, and the patient showed no 

The patient was now allowed to rest for signs of weakness. The cure proceeded most 
a quarter of an hour, and some refreshment favourab'y ; the ligature came away on the 
was given him. At the expiration of this @4th day, and on the 27th he was dismissed 
period the operation was again resumed. _| quite well. Dr. Stedmau’s remarks on this 

«« An incision was made from behind the | °#8¢ &e 80 brief aod pi-hy, that without 
concha of the ear to the terminat‘on of the! being prodigal of our space, we may allow 
tumour in the neck. I neat dissected the | him to supp'y his own commentary, with 


skin from the tumour until I had arrived | which we entirety coincide: 


near its base. An oval ivcision was then 
mide on the front part of the tumour, ex- 
tending from the front of the ear to the ter- 
mination of the first incision. I was unable 
to save so much sia as I had wished, f:om 
its being tuberculated, and of a suspicious 
appearance. She tumour was Cissected out 
cautiously on this side a!so. Notwichs:and. 
ing the ligature of the commoa carotid 
artery, several artet'es sp-ung ia the course 
of the dissection, ro tua: I had aliogether 
to tie seven in this part o° the operat'on. 
The tip of the ear, aa. te cart ioge above, 
were now dissec.ed out of (1¢ ‘smour, 
which was dissected alvervacly 01 each 
side, until it hung by a po-ioa no! sicker 
than the micdle fieger, deep wader the 
angle of the jaw. Upoa stiemot ag to cui 
this, a consiverable arcery jec.er oui its 
blood. Drs. Hornbeck an« Ravea baving 
thrown two ligatures round this pri, | 
boldly cut it away, and had the sacis-accion 
to find thet no hemorriave followed. A 
smal} lymphatic gland, about the s:ze of a 
bean, being a little hard, was se:zed with 
the hook aud extirpated. The wuole of 
the space that had heen occupied by the 
tumour was now carefully searched b, the 
attendant physicians and myself, and no 
diseased ion could be deiected, In the 
course the dissection, 1 was obliged to 
cut away a part of the head 0° ise s.erao- 
mastoid muscle, as it was impossible to 
them. 

“The wound thet was exbibiied a‘ter 

the removal o° the tamoar. includ'ay the 


one made for tying the carotid mi -ery, ex- |: 


tended from the masioid process of che tem- 
poral bone to near the sternal exiremity of 
the clavicle, and from the front part o” the 
ears to deen under the jaw, near tae angle 
of the mouth. The jins of the wouad from 
the sternal extremicy, to ive angle whee 
the two incisions round the tamour met 
below the jaw, weve brought together by 
the interrupied suture. 

“The upper wound, where the tumour 
wes situate, could not be closed by the skfh, 
as a large portion had been cut off for its 








** Remarks —TVhe two sketclies prefixed 
represent the patient with the tumour, and 
when cured. 1: will be observed that there 
is a slight contraction of the mouth to the 
left side. There was something of this be- 
fore the tumovr wes removed, but it has 
somewhat increased si ce ; provably owing 
to the labial branch of the pes enserinus 
being cut in the operation. 

‘* There hae been some dispute among 
authors whether the common carotid artery 
should be tied in operat ons similar to this 
one. I think ta’s case clearly demonstrates 
the propriety of the measure, not o.ly from 
its sav.iag a useless and even dangerous 
effusioa 0° blood, bat also as tending to di- 
minish the local iafiammation. 

“* L quice agree with tnac eminent sur- 
geon, Mr. Colles of Dublin, in thinking 
tnat ii is imnossib‘e to extirpate the parotid 
gland, and that those cases in which the 
parotid giand was said to be extirpated, 
were vothing more than cases of diseased 
ealargemeat of iv mphatic glands, whose in- 
creased volume had occupied the position 
of the parotid on the cheek, causing the pa- 
rotid absorption of thai glard. 

** That such was the case in this in- 
stance, | am convioced by the oval and 
well defined base of the tumour, so different 
from ihe rag zed aad multitudinous adhesion 
of the parocid giand. 

«« I have oaly io add in conclusion, that 
it is now nearly a year since the operation, 
and that John Sensire has continued to en- 
joy uniaterrupted hea'th ever since; that 
his shirt collar covers tye scar of the wound 
on the neck, and his whisker the greater part 
of that on bis cheek. He stiil continues his 
old occupation of boatman. 

SCARLET FEVER AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S. 

The second and third cases are of com- 
paratively minor ia.erest, so we pass to 
Dr. Cock’s H'siory of the Scarlet Fever, as 
it appeared in the island of St. Bartholo- 
mew in the years 1829 and 30. The auchor 
supplies us with an account of the meteoro- 
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logical phenomena preceding the epidemic. 
The appearance of the disease and its treat- 
ment next receive attention. Of the former 
Dr. Cock spenks in these terms :-— 


“ The first case of scarlet fever which I 
saw on the 2d of December, 1829. This I 
believe to have been the earliest instance of 
that disease, as I am not aware of any other 
having previously come under the notice of 
the medical men of this place. It occurred 
in a little girl from six to seven years of 
age, was exceedingly mild, and attended 
with little, if any, soreness of throat. Seve- 
ral members of the same family were at- 
tacked, but in a much more violent manner. 
The disease in them assumed the anginose 
character, Thence it soon extended to a 
neighbouring family, whose friendly atten- 
tions were repaid by one of its severest 
visitations. 

“The mother of four children having 
visited a young lady who was labouring 
under the disease, was speedily affected 
herself, and was the means of communicat- 
ing itto the members of her family. Her 
case wus mild; that of her family very 
severe ; and three of her children exhibited 
specimens of the disease in its most malig- 
nant form, and one fell a victim to it. af 
never became epidemic, but continued un- 
til the end of June, creeping gradually from 
one family to another. It seldom existed 
in more one house at a time, and its 
source could always be traced to a commu- 
nication with the infected. The fever was 
believed to be imported from America by a 
lady who arrived here with her children, 
who were attacked on board with it; and i 

ared first in the family in which she 
lodged during her stay in this island. She 
left this for Montserrat, where I under- 
stand the disease broke out soon after her 
arrival. 

‘* The greatest proportion of cases were of 
the anginose and maligaant ee: but 
both forms were distinguished by being 
accompanied with, or complicated by, rheu 
matic pains of such singular severity as to 
make some approach to the fever formerly 
described under the name of Dandy.” 


The author next describes tl e semeiology 
of the anginose and malignant varieties of 
the epidemic, and under the first he particu- 
lariy dwells on the occurrence of violent 
and long-continued pains of the head, back, 
wrists, elbows, and knees, and of the joints 
of the toes and fiogers, aggravated much at 
night, and remittent in their visitations. 
Grounding his observations priacipally on 
these symptoms, Dr. Cock traces a close 


parallel between them and the ** Dandy ” | 





fever of 1827, and establishes, entirely to 
our satisfaction, a complete identity be- 
tween the diseases. He dwells with much 
judgment on the impropriety of applying 
new nosological terms, and of constituting 
new genera of diseases, on the strength of 
the accidental complications to which all 
epidemic maladies are exposed. 


Of the treatment of the disease, Dr. 
Cock speaks at some length. As his gene- 
ral observations can only be interesting to 
West Indian practitioners, we pass them 
over, and extract his interesting remarks on 
the reputed power of belladonna as a pro- 
phylactic against the contagion of this 
malady. 


«« Belladonna.—Having read some time 
ago in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 
Journal (vol. xxvi. p. 222) the observa- 
tions of Dr Randheha on the efficacy of 
belladonna as a preventive against scarlet 
fever, I felt anxious to ascertain the value 
of his remarks ; but the difficulty of obtain- 
ing any fresh preparation of this medicine 
prevented me from making any experiments 
on this subject until the 12th of April. The 
scarlet fever having attacked an individual 
of a family consisting of seven or eight per- 
sons liable to the disease, I embraced that 
opportunity of tryir - what power it pos- 
sessed in guarding the rest of the family 
from the contagion. I accordingly gave to 
each of those who had not yet suffered 
from the disease a pill of the extract of bel- 
ladonna every night and every morning. 
The effects which were produced by the 
pills were similar in all; they slept well, 
perspired more freely than usual, and had a 
soft and full pulse. Only one of the seven, 
however, escaped an attack of the disease, 
and | cannot say thathis exemption was due 
to the belladonna, or to a constitutional im- 
munity, The disease, however, in the 
others, was not severe, and appeared cer- 
tainly to have been modified by the use 
of that drag. It appeared to me, that, 
if it was useful as a preventive, it must 
be by keeping up a state of action of 
the system incompatible with the existence 
of scarlet fever, and that this action con- 
sisted in preserving a full and soft pulse, 
and a tendency to perspiration in the cuta- 
neous vessels, and that, if such be the case, 
it ought to be not only useful in warding off 
an attack, but in subduing the disease when 
it already existed. 1 accordingly used it in 
several cases of scarlet fever, and in all with 
advantage ; it induced sleep, rendered the 
pulse slower, and soulaned. a perspirable 
cohdition of the surface, which is very de- 
sirable in this disease, I employed it in 





INVESTIGATIONS INTO RENAL DISEASE. 


six cases, some of which threatened to be 
~~ ory - but they all termivated well, 
in a short period. In some it acted 
likewise as a ive. Its value as a 
preventive or a remedy, should the disease 
oceur in public schools, or any other public 
establishment where there are a number of 
individuals susceptible of its contagion, 
might easily be ascertained. In private 
practice, opportunities for making such ex- 
periments do not often occur. 1 think, 
however, that it will be found more valu- 
able as a remedy than as a prophylactic.” 


| 


RENAL DISEASE. 

Dr. Gregory’s paper next demands no- 
tice. It consists of the details of thirty- 
five cases of renal disease, accompanied by 
albuminous urine, and in which the reme- 
dial measures were attended, if not with 
permanent, at least with lengthened, benefit. 
In a former number of this Journal, it will 
be recollected that we gave a brief ana- 
lysis of Dr. Gregory's first paper on this 
subject. We observed that he differed from 
Drs. Elliotson and Graves, the latter of 
whom supposes that the low specific gra- 
vity, and coagulability, of the urine, were 
characteristic of chronic hepatitis, and un- 
certain in their indication regarding the 
pathology of dropsy. Dr. Elliotson, again, 
contended, that the numerous examples of 
recovery from deceased conditions, accom- 
panied by these phenomena, showed that 
we could not depend upon them as diag- 
nostic signs. We now find Dr. Gregory 
summing up his excellent article by a gene- 
ral review of all the conclusions afforded 
by the multitude of facts it contains. 

Dr. Gregory first remarks, that of the 
eighty cases described minutely in his 
essay, none were below the age of puberty, 
while in a large’ proportion of the whole 
number they were above forty years of age. 
They moreover pointedly illustrate the fre- 
quent complications of this disease with 
affections of other organs ; symptoms of the 
lungs or heart, existing in twenty out of 
thirty-five cases. Again; more or less 
dropsical effusion existed in fifty eight 
cases, denoting that hydropic accumulation, 
though a frequent is by no means an essen- 
tial companion of this malady. The symp- 
toms next in point of frequency were 
vomiting and diarrhea, which occurred 
sooner or later in 46 out of the 80 cases, 


Lumbar pain ig another phenomenon on 
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which he places much reliance, as it existed 
in various grades of intensity in one-half 
the patients, The cases recorded, also il- 
lustrate, forcibly, the slow and insidious 
progress of the symptoms, and their tend- 
ency to recur, often without any obvious 
cause, and in a more aggravated form, and, 
occasionally, after long intervals of apparent 
good health. 

With regard to the treatment, Dr. Gre- 
gory considers venesection to be admissi- 
ble only in a very early period of the symp- 
toms. Of diuretics and mercury he speaks 
in these judicious terms :— 

“« Diuretics generally acted well, and in 
many cases very rapidly and powerfully. 
Those most commonly employed were digi- 
talis, squill, and supertartrate of potass ; 
and they were generally found to act best 
when combined, as, for example, digitalis 
and squill in the form of pill, or squill pills 
and supertartrate of potass in doses of half 
an ounce daily continued for some time, 
In such doses, supertartrate of potass proved 
in these cases, as Dr. Bright and Dr. Chris- 
tison found it to do in their practice, one of 
the most certain, and, at the same time, 
most powerful of the diuretics employed. 
The spirit of nitrousether, acetate of potass, 
and mercury, appeared to act well as diure- 
tics in some cases. It is proper to remark 
that, in six out of eleven cases, including 
those in the former part of the paper, in 
which mercury was given, soreness of the 
mouth and gums, with mercurial fetor, was 
produced by a small quantity in a very 
short time, and in three of these violent 
salivation set in with great pain and swell!- 
ing of the mouth and face, and in one, of 
the tongue and external fauces, requiring 
active measures of depletion. These cases, 
therefore, would seem so far to confirm the 
observation of Dr. Bright as to the tend- 
ency to rapid and violent salivation even 
from small doses of mercury, which exists 
in this disease, and as to the difficulty which 
is frequently experienced in restraining its 
effects. 

Diarrhea was best checked by solid opium 
in full doses, when existing either alone or 
in an urgent form ; the opium was advan- 
tageously combined with chalk or the ace- 
tate of lead. 

The concluding twelve pages of Dr. Gre- 
gory's elaborate memoir are devoted to a 
minute inquiry into the specific gravity of 
the urine in health and disease ; into the 
tests by which albumen is detected in that 
fluid ; and into the circumstances under which 


it occurs, and the relat’on of the quantity of 





618 PREVENTION 


urea present to the quantity of albumen 
and of urine. In fifty pa.ients labouriag 
under this disease the utine was exemined 
as to its specific gravity with that accu-rte 
instrument Twaddel’s hydrometer, aad ‘he 
average of 1011.88 obtained in the fatal 
cases, and of 10'4.48 in those which re- 
covered, the maximum beivg 1093.5 and 
the minimum 1004.5. In all these cases 
the spee'fie weight was asce iained before 
any diuretics or other remedies were em- 
ployed. Collecti:g the resu'ts of these 
experimetis with those previous'y outa’ seu 
by Drs. Bos:ock, Bright, end C' istiso., 
the mean 8-\.gr. is found so nearly identica , 
that Dr. Gvegory justly concludes lowness 
of sp. gr.o the urine to be a constant ac- 
companiment of this disease. 


The average specific weight of healthy 
urine next engages the sutbor's a..eacon. 
He not'ces tre great diserepercy beiweer 
the best authors on this subject, and thea 
communice:es the resulis of bis invesii_a- 
tions on the urine of fifiy young, or middte- 
aged, healthy men, Here also every pe- 
cautioa was observed ia guardiag sega ns: 
any circumisiances calevlaied to reade the 
Tesulis fellecious, and it was fouod thet ire 
Maximum average sp. gr. atidi red 1026. 63, 
that of the lowest 1017.72, J. will be re- 
marked that the min mum of the heslihy is 
higher than the maximum o: the morbid 
secretion. Dr. Gregory fivally states the 
curious and importaat fact, that the albu- 
men of the blood is considerably diminished 
in quantity, the sp. gr. of the serum being 
so low occasionally as 1018. 25. 


We have thus given our readers a con- 
densed notice of the most prominent points 
in Dr. Grego-y’s instructive essay, but the 
pathologist will find it necessary to make 
it the subject of much more detailed and 
deliberate study. We esteem it as one of 
the most important contributions to the 

of iology which modern prac- 
titioners bave aTorded ; and we are happy 
to compliment the author on the evidence 
it affords of the indust-y aed ability with 
which he cultivates the facilities supplied 
him by his situation of hospital physician, 
Did the drones of our huge asylums fo~ the 
sick follow Dr. Gregory's example but for 
five short years, what progress might not 








OF CHOLERA. 


pathology effect—what therapeutic bless- 
ings might there not be lavished on man- 
kind ! 

In our next we shall give a detailed 
analysis of Dr, Christison’s excellent paper, 
and offer some remarks on the other essays 
which the present number contains. 





PREVENTION OF CHOLERA, 


APPEAL TO THE RICH ON BEHAL? OF THE 
POOR. 


In No. 433 of Tue Laycert, I read the 
very important commuaication of your Sun- 
derlaa. correspondewt, and there is a point 
insisted on ia that letter which appears to 
me of such superlative imporcance that I 
must beg leave to iairude 0.1 your attention 
a few observations .especting . The suo- 
ject 1 a'lude to is that of amelioraiing the 
coodiiion of the poor, For some time past 
I have felt an impressioa oa my mind, tha. 
the attention of «4e Briaish public was not 
sufficiently awskened to the aecessity of 
taking seedy aad decided measures ia order 
to e‘teci the removal of ail those siates and 
circumstances which mi,hi tend hereafter 
to invite, to accen:, and to fosier the threat- 
ened pestilence. it is true thet something 
hes beea done, thai macs exertioa bas been 
used, that mach valuable time has been en- 
ployea in remov.ng fi'th aad othes nuisances, 
whch, in all provabil'.¥, will soon collect 
again ; put as fer asre varus the improvement 
of the conci.ion of the poor, ia my opinion 
nothing short of radical reform can avail us 
aoy-thug. I know that it has been pro- 
posed, at meetings o: the weal.hier inhabit- 
ants of certain parts of London, to raise a 
fund in order to provide clothing, food, 
and fuel, for the poor, ia case of the ar- 
rival of the cholera; but this has been 

pposed on the score of the impossivility 
of rais-‘az a sum, by subscription, of magni- 
tude sufticieat to meet the demands which 
wou'd be made upon it. Now when we 
look at the circumstances under which we 
are placed, a great and populous kingdom 
already invaded, and threatened to be over- 
run, by a pestilence w hich presents a‘most for- 
midable aspect to us individually, and collec- 
tively as a nation, shall we not under such 
circumstances make extraordinary exertions? 
Is tris pot a season tenfold more urgent 
thaa has ever, during the lifetime of any of 
vais generation, presented itself for maki 
a recuniary sacrifice for che public good? A 
if there be enormous poverty ia this great 
city, is there not also uumeasurable wealth ? 
If appeals to our . benevolevce alone, have 
b t forth a guinea from our purses, shall 
not an appeal made simultaneously to our 
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benevolence, to our patriotism, to our love | to submit, whether anything can be done to 


of life, to our regard for the 
our friends, of our dearest ties and kindred, 
bring forth ten? Surely such a reason for 
withholding our money is unworthy of the 
inhabitants of this enlightened meiropolis ; 
but the true reason will, I believe, be found 
to spring from a ent belief that the 
disease will not visit us, or if it do, that it 
will be in a modified form: erroneous as | 
believe is this impression, still I am persuad- 
ed that it is the decided faith of very many 
belonging to that class of society who, but 
for this fatal opinion, would be as willing as 
they are able to support the 1 views 
of your correspondent W. B. O'S. ‘To them 
I would say, what rational grounds have you 
for believing that a disease which has showa 
such a devastating character at Petersburgh, 
at Vienna, at Berlin, and st Hamburgh, 
should pass lightly over Londou? Expe- 
rience has shown on the continent, that deuse 
population, poverty, and tis satellites, squa!or 
and filth, have rded the soil in which 
cholera takes root and flourishes. Will 
London, with its vast, its enormous mulii- 
tudes, equal to half the population of the 


+ 





kingdom of Portugal, and to more than half 


of that of Scotland, afford you here any 
ground of exemption? fit be on the ab- 
sence of poverty and its concomitant miseries 
that you build your hopes of success, have 
you éver visited the abodes of misery in St. 
Giles’s, St. Andrew's, Si. Pancras, even ia 
the aristocrastic St. (ieorge’s, in the espe- 
cially regal city of Westminster? You wil! 
there find abundant reasons why you have 
little cause of congratulation. Without 
touching on the question of contagion | be- 
lieve it will be granted by contagionists and 
by unticootagonists that the situation of vast 
numbers of the poor of London is just such 
as would give additional venom to the poison 
of cholera which bas been found, under 


favourable circumstances, so ho-tile to the life 


of man. Great numbers of ill-fed, ill- clothed, 
persons are crowded together in small, filthy, 
ill-ventilated apartments, so situated and 
contrived as if the object of the builder had 
been directed to make up for their want of 
clothes and fuel by keeping out the air. | 
have very frequently witnessed continued 
fever (I will not call it typhus, though in its 
progress the distinction would be difficult) 
spread amongst the inmates of these crowd- 
ed bhovels, and to the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring dwellings. | have witnessed the 
removal of persons under such circumstances 
to hospitals and infirmaries where cleanli- 
ness and ventilation have been observed, and 
I scarcely recollect an instance ofits having 
been communicated to a single individuat, 
Of such things I have been a frequent wit- 
ness, and have watched these cases through- 
out, Under these impressions I beg leave 


ion of | obviate the evils while we are free from 


the disease. 1 am well aware that difficulties 
of great magnitude t themselves to 
our view, but is not the subject worthy of 
the most serious atteation of the commu- 
nity and of the government of the country ? 
I beg leave also to suggest, and I offer it 
| merely as a suggestion, that adeputation of 
|medical men (as the most competent per- 
sons on this subject) from the various me- 
dical associations of London, should be ap- 
pointed to wait on the Home Secretary of 
State ; 

To call the attention of the government to 
these existing evils, and to consider the 
practicability of removing or alleviating 
them :— 

To ascertain the numbers of poor crowded 
together inone apartment, each apartment 
constituting but a part of a house equally 
crowded throughout :— 

The poverty existing therein, and its 
consequences, bad ventilation, filth, and the 
constitutions of the inhabitants, rendered 
from these causes preternaturally suscep- 
tible to take on disease, particularly that 
ot a contagious endemic, or epidemic cha- 
racter. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
D. E. 








P.S. It hos been stated, there is still 
unrepealed an Act of Parliament, passed 
during the great plague, for the especial 


purpose of affordiag relief to the poor under 
a similar visitatioa; it appears, however, 
doubtful, whether it could be applied in 
the present instance ; this also is a question 
which ought to be set at rest, 





MARCU OF INTELLECT, AND SUPPRESSION OF 
PHRENOLOGY, AT THE KINO's COLLEGE, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin,—One day last week I went to the ana- 
tomical theatre of the King’s College, for the 
purpose of hearing Professor Watson's lec- 
ture on medical jurisprvdence, over the body 
cf the murderer Bishop, and was afterwards 
entertained by the ‘formances of two 
birds, “* the owl and the partridge,” to 
whose especial talents the chief duties of 
this theatre are entrusted. After the Pro- 
fessor's oration on the appearances of stran- 
gled men, forth stepped the larger bird, with 
knife in claw, supported by his game com- 
panion, to demonstrate the truth of the Pro- 
fessor's words ; and having offered some ob- 
servations onthe probabilicy of the attention 
of the legislature being drawn to the wants 
of medical students by the crimes of these 





Burkites, he his performances by 
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making @ examination of the con- 
sat Sa aoe al ate 
This being done, a gentleman on one of the 
lower benches requested the graver animal’s 
permission to be allowed to examine the 
brain of the criminal more closely, and was 
informed that he might come down to the 
table in the area for that purpose; he did so, 
and after endeavouring to place in situ the 
pieces of cerebrum which had been most 
expeditiously and unmercifully carved, be- 
gan to detach the pia mater for the purpose 
of exhibiting the cerebral organs to the stu- 
dents, after the manner of Dr. Spurzheim. 
This being effected, he was proceeding to 
describe them minutely to those around him, 
all of whom appeared to take much interest 
in the subject, when he was suddenly hus- 
tled to silence by the partridge, who seemed 
to hint that the phrenologist had no license 
for shooting on that manor ; whereupon the 
disciple of Spurzheim appealed to “ the 
bird of wisdom ” for permission so to do, 
but in vain, for the animal opened its eyes, 
and, with dilated pupil, whooped a negative. 

1 send you this notice, merely for the pur- 
pose of calling your attention to the fettered 
state of the minds of those physiologists who, 
from situation or any other cause, feel them- 
selves calied upon to pander to the narrow 
views of the supporters ofthe King’s College, 
who must be acknowledged to be neither 
more nor Jess than a church party, Priest- 
craft and science never yet went hand in hand, 
and he who supports the one must clog the 
wheels of the other. There could appear to 
an honest and a liberal mind no good reason 
why a phrenological student might not be 
allowed to explain the organs of the brain to 
the medical students around him, particu- 
Jarly on such an occasion asthe above, when 
all scientific minds would be interested in the 
matter, not even forgetting the sagacious 
owls, which, like those of its brethren, seem 
fonder of darkness than of light. 

The minds of medical students appear to 
me to form the best soil for the growth and 
vegetation of the seeds of truth, for that, 
which particularly distinguishes our prof~s- 
sion from both the law and the church is, 
that we study the open book of nature, they, 
the more imperfect institutions of man, 
This is the great advantage of the medical 
man, and will perhaps account for the libe- 
rality of opinion that has generally been 
atttibuted to him. 1 prophecy that through 
the minds of the medical students of the 
King’s College will enter the great annoy- 
ances of its orthodox supporters. The seeds 
of phrenology have been sown amongst them, 
which, if | may judge from the interest 
shown on theoccasion, will by-and-by bring 
forth fruit. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
A Mepicat Ossznven. 





ADDRESS TO MEDICAL STUDENTS ON PETI° 
TIONING PARLIAMENT FOR AN EFFICIENT 
ANATOMY BILL. 


To the Medical Students of Great Britain. 


Gentitemen,—Among the many impor- 
tant matters which are likely to occupy the 
attention of Parliament, after the great ques- 
tion of Reform is settled, there are few, 
perhaps, which demand ,its| serious con- 
sideration more than ‘‘ the present defective 
manner in which the anatomical schools in 
this country are supplied with subjects for 
dissection.” 

Anatomy is the basis of the medical sci- 
ence. In order to acquire an accurate know- 
ledge of the seats and causes of diseases 
(which is the only certain guide to a proper 
method of treatment), we ought to be tho- 
roughly acquainted with the structure and 
functions of the several parts of the human 
body, and this can only be obtained 4 dili- 
gent dissections and examination. man 
may, it is true, pretend to remove diseases, 
and even to periorm the great operations of 
surgerv, without practical anatomy ; but if, 
under these circumstances, he engage in the 
former, he is an unprincipled empiric ; if in 
the latter, a deliberate murderer. 

Preservation, both from danger and disease, 
is the first law of our nature, and persons 
suffering under bodily affliction and injuries, 
are ever most anxious to have them cured or 
removed. For the accomplishment of this, 
they urge the medical man to the utmost 
exertions of his ability and dexterity ; but 
how can they reasonably expect his efforts 
to be crowned with success, when, with the 
most inveterate rancour, they seek to enforce 
against him the penalties and punishments 
exacted by the law, in his endeavours to 
obtain the information which is intended to 
contribute to their own advantage ? 

Thus the great obstacle to the advance- 
ment of medical knowledge, being popular 
prejudice, it is high time that this should be 
sacrificed to public benefit. Weak minded, 
indeed, must those be, who, when such 
forcible arguments are brought before them, 
still continue to treasure up, and, as it were, 
to cling to lifeless clay, as if the dead body 
were incorruptible, and the soul were again 
to occupy its frail tenement. 

1 do therefore call upon you, gentlemen, 
severally, and altogether, to unite in peti- 
tioning the legislature during the ensuing 
session of Parliament, for, ‘‘ any act by 
which the schools of anatomy in this coun- 
try may be furnished with subjects for dis- 
section, with facility, and without pecuniary 
demand ;” thereby, putting them upon an 
eqaal footing with the continental schools, 
and rendering dead bodies procurable as 
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such a trifle, as ly to put an end to/and easy way which leadeth to destruc- 
the horrible crime of ‘‘ Burking, "” for the | tion” (of his patients), diseases and fees will 
committing of which, the present high price | be more abundant than ever, and the en- 
given for them holds forth such a strong/lightened inbabitants of this country will 
temptation. lenjoy the ben@fit of being victimized by 

The medical profession at large, and the men who will know infinitely less of ana- 
intelligent part of the community, would, tomy than a Smithfield-butcher. 
without doubt, cordially join in affixing their I remain, Sir, 
signatures to such petitions. With an ear- P, H. Greey. 
nest hope that the measure may be carried 
into effect, 

I remain, Gentlemen, yours, &c. 
A Mepicat Srupewt. 


December, 1831. 


Borough, Jan. 1832. 





NEW ANATOMY BILL. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancet. 
Sir,—A considerable stir is being mado 








REMEDY FOR BURKING. 


To the Editor of Tar Lancer. 


,at Norwich, and other great towns where 
| there are hospitals of some magnitude, re- 
|specting the Anatomy Bill. And I now 
|address you on their behalf, as a country 


Stn,—A medical adage says, ‘“‘ In ex- anatomist who is equally desirous to pro- 
tremos morbos, extrema remediz.”’ I fear mote the interests of science, the ends of 
the time has arrived when the extreme justice, and the cause of humarity. 1 con- 
remedy must be applied, for to me it seems tend that the declaration of eminent sur- 
that anatomy is on its last legs. Shackled | geons, recently vaunted forih in the pe- 
by the prejudices and ignorance of the pub-| pers, is a document calculated in my opi- 


lic, exposed on the slightest excitement to| Dion to mislead government and to perpe- 
the blind fury of the mob, nothing but a 
bold and vigorous effort of the profession 
can save us from the difficulties and dan- 
with which we are beset. From the 

Bill lately introduced into the Commons 
House of Parliament by Mr. Warburton, 
we have nothing to expect ; it will probably 
become the law of the land, simply because 
it does nothing ; because, with the appear- 
ance of effecting a beneficial charge, it 
really leaves the great question un- 
touched ; even my Lord Brougham, he who 
bas girded himself so fearlessly to lop off 
the rotten branches of the constitution, 
would temporise, would wait until the pre- 
sent excitement had subsided, would be- 
come a bit-by-bit reformer of medical 
abuses, Alas! * Aliquando bonus dormitat 
Homerus.”’ It is therefore evident that as 
we can expect but little assistance from the 
legislature, and still less indulgence from 
the public, something must be done by the 
medical community, and 1 would, m all 
Seriousness, p , that the Colleges of 
Physicians and , and the Worship- 
ful Company of Apothecaries do forthwith 
rescind those by-laws which at present com- 
Sa be guilty of possessing a 
wledge of anatomy ; that they hencetor- 
ward require no certificates of dissection, or 
of attendance on anatomical lectures : this, 
Sir, is my extremum remedium ; the feelings 
of the public will no longer be violated by 
the prosecution of anatomy; the student, 
instead of toiling day after day in the dis- 
secting room, will walk along “ the broad 


If the Country Scuoors 


tuate injustice. 


were opened, there would be enough sur- 
| geons to supply the wants of the public, 
without introducing a Bill into Parliament 
for legalising the sule of the dead bodies of 
the poor. The bill for legalising the sale of 
game was aristocratic enough, for its ten- 
dency is tocherish the base passion of agg ran- 
dizement among the aristocracy, and enable 
them to pay off their debts by selling the 
produce of their preserves. But the Ana- 
tomy Bill tends to inspire cupidity and 
avarice of the worst kind in a class 
| of society where its operation will not 
be so innocent. For what, I ask, can be 
the effect of such a measure on the corrupt 
and venal part of the pauper-population, 
but to tempt them to commit, in secret, 
the very crime which it is intended to 
supersede? Will not an unprincipled exe- 
cutor or relative be as as likely to kill a 
helpless and forlorn wretch, dying perhaps 
in an obscure garret, and attended only by 
his heir, as a resurrection man will be to 
“‘ burk a lost traveller, ora stray appren- 
tice in the dark,”"—while the respectable 
part of the poor will be shocked at the ima- 
gined outrage on Christianity, committed 
by the bill. The most moral period in 
England was that of the reign of Edward I., 
when the respect for the bodies of departed 
relations was carried to its highest pitch— 
when the children used to go on every 
Sunday and Festival to hang the votive gar- 
land, or plant the “ forget-me-not’’ flower, 
on the grave of the'r departed sire or beloved 
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companion, and offer rayers for their two of them an oval piece of the substance 
cotie—-heahes @hidh veetestie4 tupanstition was taken out, and yet in four or five mi- 
to phi y, and which rendered Chris- nutes after the porary of the styp- 
tian prejudices the guardians of filial piety tic, the effusion blood was stopped, 
and virtue. What the refinements of pro- and in a few days the wound bad com- 
testant science have done for morality pletely healed. The same result followed 
sioce the period alluded to, is well known. a similar operation upon the caroiid artery 
The only wholesome regulations of the old of a horse, a few days ago, at the abbat- 
civilian law are revdered obsoleie. The! toir of Moni‘aucon. Ja o:der to siop the 
adulterer now pays for his crime in money, | hemorrhage, ic is only necessary to apply a 
and the father of en of spring “ disgraced ” | pledget o/ lint, saturated with the liquid ; it 
by the loss of adivorced mother, is paid with | is noc necessary to fasten the pledgei round 
pounds, shillings and pence, forthe honour the neck, in order to prevent its falling off 
of a husband, the spoliation of a bride, and | by iis owa weight. In the last experiment 

the frailty of a woman! The hypocrisy of|helf the lint dropped of tea minutes a‘ter 
Christian law-givers is progressieg, and its applicaiiou, while the sheep was eating, 
we are now going to pass a bill to violate| and ‘hough a portion of the artery had 
the most consoling associations of the vir-|beeu taken away, the hemorrhage was not 


tnous poor, and at the same time place 
those who are vicious, under circumstances 
of the strongest temptation to murder! I 
say it is only on the helpless poor that the 
demoralising blow of this measure will fall ! 
And if the Council have the impudence to 
repeat that ‘‘chey can have no interest in 
the plan,” let them prove their disinterested 
virtue by consenting to enlarge the field of 
available anatomy by yom schools at the 
country hospitals, and ing up the mo- 


nopoly of a few hospital lecturers, who would 
seem almost willing to buy the revered 
bodies of the indigent,rather than give up one 
iota of an unjustly-assumed prerogative—a 


rerogative, too, of so refined and subtle a 

ind, that while it puts thousands of pounds 
in their pockets, it bles respectabl 
surgeons coolly to tell the public that they 
have no sort of interest whatever in its con- 
tinuance !! ! 





Yours, &e. 
A Lover or Justice. 
January 1, 1832, 





ALLEGED DISCOVERY OF AN 
EXTRAORDINARY STYPTIC. 


In a late number of a French journal, 
entitled ‘* Butleiin Generale de Therapeu- 
tique Medicale ec Chirurgicale,”’ is an article 
from the pen of the editor, of which the 
following translation is presenied. 

** Messrs. Talrich Halma-Grande, on 
the 26ih September last, deposited at the 
Academy of Sciences a pacnet, containing 
the ingredients of a styptical liquor, which 
will be opened when these physicians have 
completed the experiments upon which 
they are occupied, and which they are pur- 
suing with unremitting care observa- 
tion. The carotid arteries of fifteen sheep 
have been opened, four of which were cut 





lengthwise, and nine across; from each of 


reaewed. The advanta,es of the discovery 
of a maiter infallibly siyptica!, are incalcu- 
lable, and therefore it 1s ardently to be de- 
sired that M. Talrich and M. Halma-Grande 
may be enabled to realise the expectations 
they have raised. It will not be with their 
liquid as with those secret remedies which 
lose all their virtues as soon as they become 
kaown. In this the effects will be at once 
proved ; it will or it will not au effu- 
sion of blood ; it will or it will not at once 
close the artery, and afterwards cause it to 
heal permanently. All the experiments 
which have been made under our own eyes 
have been perfectly satisfactory. A recent 
fact, that occurred within our own practice, 
gives us an additional and forcible proof of 
the efficacy of the remedy in question. We 
were called in last night to visit profession- 
ally a young man, eighteen years of age, 
who had been suffering for twenty-four 
hours from a hemorrhage from the alveolary 
artery of the lower jaw, in consequence of 
the extraction of a tooth, and from which 
he had lost several pounds of blood. Com- 
pression, dossils of lint dipped in the eau de 
Rabel, repeated applications of ice, and 
every other means for stopping the effusion, 
had been tried in vain; the hemorrhage 
continued, and the mouth was constantly 
filled with blood. M. Rullier, one of the 
physicians of the hospital of La Charite, 
who is the medical attendant of the family, 
wus on the point of applying the actual cau- 
tery, as the only means of stopping the 
bleeding, when we thought of trying the 
styptic. A quantity was obtained, and im- 
mediately used by putting a small pledget 
upon the artery whence the blood is- 
sued, and another on the external edge of 
the lower juw, and in seven minutes the 
hemorrhage was completely sto ° 
Twenty-four hours have since aend ail 
— the pledget has been removed, the 

ing has notreturned. Other instances 
will probably shortly induce us to return to 
this importest discovery. The organic 
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change made in the wounded blood-vessel, ' 
and which ts the continuance of the 
effusion, is very remarkable. The direction | 
of the wound is frequently altered.” 





EXPERIMENTS WITH THE NEW STYPTIC aT 
THE LONDON HOSPITAL, | 


To che Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—Shovld the following account of} 
the experiments for the suppression of he- | 
morrhage, perfurmed by Monseur Halma- 
Grande, on .wo sheep, in the Anatomical | 
Theatre of the London Hospiia', be inte- | 
resting to your readers, you will greatly | 
oblige me by inseriisg it in you: valuable 
publication. The object of them was to 
show that a large artery might be seriously 
wounded and yet not require +. ligature, | 
but simply the application of a styptic, the 
nature of which remains unknown, except- 
ing to M. Halma-Grande, the professor. 

Experiment 1. A full-grown sheep was 
secured on the table, and the carotid artery 
adroitly exposed and separated from its 





surrounding strictures to the extent of an 
inch anda half; a probe was then passed 
under it, and a longitudinal incision made 
into the artery, about half an inch in length ; 
the blood gushed from the opening with 
rapidity during a few seconds, and then a 
su 


tance very much resembling fine tow, 
compressed, about the size of an ordinary 
walnut, soaked in a liquid of a light brown 
colour was applied on the opening, firmly, 
and kept there for ten minutes by the fin- 
ger; another piece was then applied over 
the former, the wound was closed, and the 
sheep carried into an out-house ;— the 
hemorrhage had entirely ceased. In about 
ten minutes, however, it returned, not, | 
believe, from any failure of the experiment, 
but from indiscreet manipulation: the 
same applications were again made, the 
wound again c , and in five minutes the 
animal was walking about. During the 
operation, Monsieur H. stated, that he 
experienced ter difficulty in operating 
on the English sheep, than on the French, 
for the following reason :—The former were 
a finer breed, and their cel!ular membrane 
so delicate, and so easily lacerated, that 
when pressure was made on the artery, it 
gave way—as a natural consequence it 
must recede from the substance contwin- 
ing the styptic ; and hence the difficulty. 
Iie stated, also, that ‘‘ the styptic acted 
by separating the serum of the blood from 
the crassamentum, the former exuding, 
the latter forming a dense ulum, and 
‘wus preventing the egress of the blood.” 
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Some of the spectators tasted the liquid, 
and according to thelr ideas, it had not, as 
far as tasie goes, the least resemblance to 
the class of substances so termed, 
Experiment 2, The carotid artery of an- 
other sheep was leid bare in the same man- 
ner, but in lieu of the long’ iud‘nal incision, a 
circuler piece of che ariery was taken out 
about the size of apea; the loss of blood 
heve was much grerier than in the for- 
mer case; the s-yniic was applied, and 
errested the hemorrhage. quite, for six 
mioutes; but this anima! being, I sup- 
pose, of a more itriiavle disposition, begau 
to swugg'e, and at evch siregyle the her- 
morrhecse ~ewced; at lasi it became so 
violent, thet ic wes im ossible to keep 
tee rpplieation in elose p-ox'mity to the 
bleediag orisce; lence blood was effused 
into the cellular substance of the throat (in- 
devendant of its qu.ck flow ex.ernally), the 
trachea became pressed upon, and the ani- 
mal died 12 miautes a‘ter the commence- 
ment of the operation, apparently from suf- 
focation, as the blood was observed sudden- 
ly to change from fine ar‘erial to black. 
After ihe fatal result of this experiment, 
M. Halma-Grande addressed the specta- 
tors as follows :—‘‘ Gentlemen, were I not 
fully convinced of the great utility of this 
styptic, I should not have appeared before 
you as I do this day ; there can be no na- 
tional feeling relative to this experiment ; 
it is one for the common benefit of mankind, 
and surgeons are all compatriots ; although 
in this case | have been unsuccessful, yet I 
es you suspend your judgment awhile, 
and not shink lightly of the subject, parti- 
cularly when I tell you many emineat men 
ia Paris, and one no ordinary man, have 
spoken most highly of this styotic ; the one 
I allude to, Geatlemen, is he whose 
cliniques are atienéea by numerous English 
surgeons,—I mean Dupuytrea. In bis lec- 
tures he states, it w'll be a most ‘ valuable 
remedy in the hands of the surgeon.’ Once 
more | implore you, Gentlemen, to suspead 
your judgment.” He then retired, 
I remain Sir, 
Your obdedient servant, 
A Puri or tae Lonnon Hosrirat, 


Jan. 1831. 





WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


Sin,—Your last Number of Tur Lancer 
contaius an account of the proceedings of 
the Westminster Medical Society. In it it is 
stated that 1 hed seen cajeput successfully 
used for cholera morbus, In the few remarks 
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which I addressed to the meeting, how- 
ever, I do not recollect making mention of 
cajeput at all, and, if I did so, it 
opr calkaed ie cmety ume te ont 
en ineffi- 
clent ones. My sonsenneat wes, Chat I had 
seen the cholera successfully treated with 
uinine by physicians in Berlin, but that I 
t ine a useless medicine with- 
out the previous exhibition of other re- 


medies. I should not have mentioned this | their 


medicine even insuch a qualified manner, if 
Dr. Stewart had not made observations on 


the — 
am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Simeon Butter, 
Late Surgeon-Major in the Polish Army, 
M.R.C.S.L., &e. 





HOSPITAL ABUSES. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Six,—I have just now perused tho ‘‘ Me- 
morial on the A iu the Hospitals,” to 
which allusion is made in the leading article 
of your excellent publication for 3d Decem- 
ber. The author of it has made out an un- 
answerable case. I would suggest, Sir, 
that petitions be drawn up and signed, as 
you properly advise, not by medical men 
alone, but by individuals of every descrip- 
tion, praying an immediate inquiry into the 
state of our hospitals, and that they be ad- 
dressed, not to the governors of those insti- 
tutions, but to the legislature, 
your obedient servant, 

A Svrcron-Apornecary. 

Birmingham, December 20th. 





SECRET POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sin,—With regard to the mode of con- 
ducting the post-mortem examinations at 
the London hospitals, perhaps the following 
fact may be of use to you. Though it oc- 
curred about ten years sgo, when I was a 
pupil at the Middlesex Hospital, yet there 
1s great reason to believe that it accords but 
too truly with the present system. Beiug 
about to leave the hospital one day, I was 
told by an influential person that he was 
going to the dead-house to examine a body, 
enjoining me at the same time not to com- 
municate this to my fellow-students, Jest 
there should be a crowd! Not more than 
two or three others were present on this 
occasion, and as many on another—the only 
two dissections | witnessed during a pretty 
regular attendance of x1vz wontns. My 
name and address are added confidentially. 

lam, Non-Mepicvs, 


I am, Sir, | 





TREATMENT OF Evousn Cnorera.— 


made public, and he begs us to draw the 
attention of practitioners who may have 
had cases, to the subject. He observes, in 
conclusion :-—‘* As medical gentlemen 
in this part of the country are eminent for 
i dour and liberality, I have no doubt 
they will readily communicate, through the 
medium of Tue Lancer such treatment as 
they have found the most serviceable in 
this most fatal and malignant disease, but 
more particularly on the subject of bleed- 
ing and emetics.” 








Testsmoniat ror Meoicat Services.— 
At a public dinner on the 19th of Decem- 
ber, the subscribers to the Denbighshire 
General ig aes Day Dr. R, 
Jones, and Mr. C. jilliams, each with 
a silver vase, value sixty gui (made by 
Grey of London), having the figure of Escu- 
lapius richly embossed on the cover, and a 
shield on either side, one bearing an en- 
graved coat of arms, and the other a suit- 
able inscription, as a testimony of the gra- 
tuitous services of these gentlemen, as phy- 


sician and surgeon to that institution for a 
long series of years. 





CORRESPONDENTS, &c. 

Communications have been recieved 
from Achaz—P. P.—Mr. Rees—Dr. J.G. Smith— 
Dr. F. of S.—Mr. Blackett—Amicus Justitie—A 
Constant Reader—Mr. Shel drake—Mr. Swanack— 
A. A.—Mr. Gane—C. E. J.—Non-Medicus—Dr. 
Hancock—Mr. P. Williams—Dr. Howison—Mr. 
Baker—Mr. Courtney—A Subscriber, &c. &e. 

The questions concerning the hospitals 
shall be answered with as much accuracy as cir- 
cumstances will permit. 

If C. D. M. will favour us with his ad- 
dress confidentially, we may communicate with bim 
to his satisfaction. 


C. E. I, May was not transported. 
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